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THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH 
(Notes from NSBI) 

 
Introduction 
Nehemiah records the last of Old Testament history. The Book shows what God can do through 
a remnant of believers who rise to God’s call through His servant to restore a vital, worshipful 
relationship with Him.  

The book is named after its principal character. Nehemiah himself is probably the author, 
the book was most probably written around 420 BC.  
Nehemiah was born of Jewish parents in exile. His name means “the comfort of Jehovah.” 
Nehemiah was truly a man of God. Prayer was a natural part of his life. He knew what work 
was, and he worked and inspired others to do so. When opposition reared its’ ugly head, he 
stood strong and tall.  

Nehemiah records historical events that took place from 445-425 BC. While Nehemiah 
served as governor of Judah, Ezra was ministering to the spiritual needs of the Jews there. Ezra 
played an important part in the book in chapters 8 and 12.  
Nehemiah also counted on the spiritual services of the prophet Malachi during those last years 
of Old Testament history. Many of the evils denounced in the book of Malachi are part of the 
historical record of the book of Nehemiah.  

In general, the book seeks to show how God favored His people, so recently exiled, by 
strengthening their roots in the homeland of Judah in the face of all kinds of opposition.  
Specifically, the book shows how the broken-down walls of Jerusalem and the failing faith of the 
Jews were restored through the competent leadership of Nehemiah and through the host of 
Jewish brethren who responded to the Divine challenge to rise and build.  
Practically everything that is known of Jewish history during the restoration period from 538 to 
425 BC is recorded in Ezra and Nehemiah.  

Whenever God wants to get a work done, He looks for a man. The walls of Jerusalem 
had been ruined, a small remnant had returned, and there was much work to be done. In 536 
BC, Zerubbabel and Joshua had taken 50,000 Jews back and had (by 516 BC) rebuilt the 
Temple. In 457 BC, there had been a small revival under Ezra; but now it was 445 BC and god 
was looking for a man to go to the ruined city and restore safety and order. Nehemiah was that 
man.  
 
Lessons 
Two outstanding lessons are taught in the book. First of all, God’s principles of leadership are 
laid out very plainly in a real setting where all can identify with the burdens and obstacles 
Nehemiah had to overcome.  

Secondly, the concepts and principles of successful and victorious Christian service are 
presented. Verse for verse the book contains more personal prayer than any other book. The 
book begins and ends with prayer. We find prayer in 1:4-11; 2:4; 4:49; 5:19; 6:9, 14; 13:14, 22, 
29, 31. Prayer, service and leadership go hand in hand.  
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OUTLINE  
 

I. Nehemiah Prays for the Work (1:1-11)  
 

A. Nehemiah Is Concerned for the Jews and Jerusalem (1- 2)  
B. The Report (3) 
C. Nehemiah’s Reaction: “sat down...wept...prayed...fasted” (4)  
D. The Prayer (5-11)  

1. Praise (5) 
2. Persistence (“day and night”) (6a)  
3. Confession (6b-7) 
4. Reminds God of His Promises (8-9)  
5. Petition (10-11)  

 
II. Nehemiah Prepares for the Work (2:1-20)  

 
A. God Provides the Opportunity (1-8) 
B. First the Good News...Then the Bad (9-11) 
C. Nehemiah Counts the Cost (12-16) 
D. “Let us rise and build...God...will prosper us” (17-20)  

 
III. Nehemiah Prospers in the Work (3:1-32) 

 
A. The Pattern  
B. The People  
C. The Places  

 
IV. Facing the Enemy (Chapters 4-7)  

Chapter 4 (4:1-23)   
 
A. The Work and the People Face Opposition (4:1-13a)  

1. Ridicule and mockery (1-6) 
2. Physical threat (7-9) 
3. Discouragement in the tribe of Judah (10)  
4. Intimidation and fear (11-12)  

 
B. The Leader’s Response to Opposition (4:13-18) 

1. He took steps to defend their ground physically (13)  
2. He encouraged the troops (14)  
3. He reminded them of the cause (14)  
4. He maintained his defenses even after the imminent threat had apparently dissipated 

(15-18)   
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C. Nehemiah Reevaluates the Work (4:19-23)  
1. Nehemiah briefs the people (19) 
2. Don’t spread yourself too thin (19) 
3. Your strength is in the Lord (20)  
4. The work was more than 8-5 (21) 
5. Nehemiah pulled in the troops and tightened security (22)  
6. There was no real rest (23)  

 
Chapter 5 (5:1-19)  

 
A. More Opposition from Within (5:1-5)  

1. The Overt Crisis (3-4) 
2. The Covert Crisis (1,5)  

 
B. The Leader’s Response to the Crisis (5:6-13) 

1. Nehemiah got angry (6) 
2. He talked it over with himself before he spoke (7). “Look before you leap.” 
3. He rebuked those who were guilty (7) 
4. They did! “We will” (vs 12) “Amen, and praised the Lord. The people did” (13)  

 
C. Nehemiah’s Example (5:14-19) 

1. He denied himself his deserved wage (14). 
2. He feared God; God gave him the job, He would provide (15)  
3. He continued in the work (16) 
4. He relinquished some of his rights (16) 
5. He didn’t want to overburden an already burdened people (18)  
6. He asked God to bless him for his work (19)  

 
Chapter 6 (6:1-19)  
 

A. Well Timed Attack (6:1-4) 
B. The Rumor Mill (6:5-14) 
C. Mission Accomplished (6:15-16)  
D. Bad Losers (6:17-19)  

 
Chapter 7 (7:1-73)  

 
A. Leadership Appointments (7:1-4) 
B. The Census (7:5-69) 
C. Nehemiah Ensures Financial Help to Those Involved in the Lord’s Service (7:70-73)  
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V. Proclamation of the Word (Chapters 8-10)  
 

Chapter 8 (8:1-18)  
 

A. The Reading of the Word of God 8:1-8) 
1. The People Had an Obvious Respect for the Word of God  
2. The Priests Carried Out Their Duties Responsibly  

 
B. The People Understood the Word of the Lord (8:9-12)  

1. Understanding Brings Results  
 

C. The People Acted Upon Their Understanding (8:13-15)  
1. Obedience, “as it is written”  

 
D. The Result — A Genuine Revival (8:16-18)  

 
Chapter 9 (9:1-38)  
 

A. Preparation of the People (9:1-3)  
1. Fasting (1)  
2. Humility (1)  
3. Separation (2)  
4. Confession (2)  
5. Reading (3) 
6. Worship (3)  

 
B. Prayer for the People (9:4-31) 

1. Short history of Creation, Captivity, Wanderings, Judges  
 

C. Promise of the People (9:32-38)  
 

Chapter 10 (10:1-39)  
 

A. The People of the Covenant (10:1-27 
1. Nehemiah (1) 
2. The Priests (2-8) 
3. The Levites (9-13)  
4. The Leaders (14-27)  

 
B. The Provisions of the Covenant (10:28-38)  

1. The Terms (28-31) 
2. The House of God 32-38) 

 
C. The Vow - “We will not forsake” (10:39)  
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VI. Dedication of the Walls (Chapters 11-12)  
 

Chapter 11 (11:1-36)  
 

A. Innovation and Organization (11:1-3) 
B. Pattern and Process (11:4-9) 
C. Separation of Church and State (11:10-24)  
D. The Willing Unknowns (11:25-36)  

 
Chapter 12 (12:1-47)  

 
A. The Priests and Levites Who Went Up with Zerubbabel (12:1-9)  
B. The Descent of the Priests (12:10-21) 
C. The Chief Levites (12:22-26) 
D. The Dedication of the Walls (12:27-43)  
E. Restoration of the Temple Order (12:44-47)  

 
VII. Condemnation of the Wicked (13:1-31)  
 

A. The Law and Separation (13:1-3) 
B. Defiling of the Temple (13:4-6) 
C. Nehemiah’s Second Visit (13:7-9) 
D. The Order of the House of God (13:10-14) 
E. The Violation of the Sabbath (13:15-22)  
F. Intermarriages (13:23-31)  
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Nehemiah Prays for the Work (1:1-11)  
 

A. Nehemiah Is Concerned for the Jews and Jerusalem (1-2)  
1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in 
the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, 2 That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, 
he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which 
were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.  
 

B. The Report (3)  
3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in 
great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire.  
 

C. Nehemiah’s Reaction: “sat down...wept... prayed...fasted” (4) 
4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,  
 

D. The Prayer (5-11)  
5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth 
covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: 6 Let thine ear 
now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I 
pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins 
of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have 
sinned. 7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor 
the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 8 Remember, I 
beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I 
will scatter you abroad among the nations: 9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my 
commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the 
heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen 
to set my name there. 10 Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast 
redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine 
ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear 
thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 
man. For I was the king’s cupbearer.  
 

• Praise (5)  
• Persistence - “day and night” (6a)  
• Confession (6b-7) 

• Reminds God of His Promises (8-9)  
• Petition (10-11)  

 
Lessons in responsibility  

1. Nehemiah was concerned about his people and homeland.  
2. Nehemiah had a clear recognition of the needs.  
3. Nehemiah was personally concerned about meeting the needs.  
4. Nehemiah realized that he must first go to God with those needs.  
5. Nehemiah made himself available to meet the needs.  
6. Nehemiah saw that God would have to move on the heart of the authority over him  
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Nehemiah Prepares For The Work (2:1-20)  
 

A. God Provides the Opportunity (2:1-8)  
1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine 
was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been 
beforetime sad in his presence .2 Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance 
sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore 
afraid, 3 And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be 
sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire? 4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I 
prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant 
have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my 
fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it. 6 And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by 
him,) For how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to 
send me; and I set him a time. 7 Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be 
given me to the governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into 
Judah; 8 And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to 
make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the 
city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good 
hand of my God upon me.  
 
 Four months passed and Nehemiah heard nothing from God. Nehemiah continued doing 
what he was always doing - working and praying. Faith, patience, prayer and work all go 
together in proportionate amounts. Nehemiah waited for God to open the door in what seemed 
to him a humanly impossible situation.  

 
Proverbs 21:1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he 

turneth it whithersoever he will. 
 

 Humanly speaking, Nehemiah found himself in an impossible situation. He could do 
nothing ... except pray. The Lord did not answer his prayer immediately. He waited four months 
for an obvious God given opportunity. The King popped the question, “Why is thy countenance 
sad?” (2), and Nehemiah “spilled the beans.” When the King asked him, “For what dost thou 
make request?” (4), Nehemiah immediately prayed to God. Nehemiah’s request was straight 
forward, “send me” (5). The King granted him a leave of absence, and along with that numerous 
other favors.  
 

B. First the Good News...Then the Bad (2:9-11)  
9 Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave them the king’s letters. Now the king 
had sent captains of the army and horsemen with me. 10 When Sanballat the Horonite, and 
Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was come 
a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. 11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there 
three days.  
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 When God prospers a man, it is never without opposition. Opposition and obstacles 
build character and prove one’s real worth. Someone will always be grieved when God’s work is 
being accomplished. “You just can’t please all the people all the time.” For that matter, we have 
not been called to please man.  

 
Acts 5:29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 

rather than men. 
 

C. Nehemiah Counts the Cost (2:12-16)  
12 And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what my God 
had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast 
that I rode upon. 13 And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon 
well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the 
gates thereof were consumed with fire. 14 Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the 
king’s pool: but there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. 15 Then went I up 
in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the 
valley, and so returned. 16 And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as 
yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that 
did the work.  
 
 While others were sleeping, Nehemiah was awake surveying the damage. While others 
complained and found fault, Nehemiah did something to solve the problem.  

• Did not brag about what God called him to do (12). 
• He took a few men with him (12). It seems that it’s the minority that accomplishes the 

majority of the work. 
• Counted the cost. He sized up the task before him before he committed himself to the 

work.  
 

D. “Let us rise and build...God...will prosper us” (2:17-20)  
17 Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we 
be no more a reproach. 18 Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; 
as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. 
So they strengthened their hands for this good work. 19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, and 
Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, 
and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 20 Then 
answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his 
servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.  

 
• A leader must identify himself with a need in order to motivate others in the work. 
• A leader must be willing to actively participate in the work. There’s a difference between 

a leader and a “boss.”  
• A leader shows people what to do, a boss tells people what to do.  
• Nehemiah motivated the people by saying in (17), “...that we be no more a reproach.” 

This is intrinsic or internal motivation. In other word, you must not only get a person’s 
hand in the work, but you must get their heart also. At this point Nehemiah revealed his 
burden and commission from God; and the people said, “Let us rise up and build” (18).  
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• Of course, again they were met with opposition. It seems that the first reaction to almost 
any idea is laughter and scorn. The opposition was immediately discounted by the fact 
that “God will prosper us” (20).  

 
Lessons in responsibility  

1. Changing a heart is God’s specialty. Realize your human limitations. 
2. Praying and waiting go hand in hand. 
3. Faith is not a synonym for disorder or a substitute for careful planning. 
4. Opposition is to be expected when God’s will is carried out. Press onward when God 

opens the door. Remember an open door is never a violation of other biblical principles.  
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NEHEMIAH PROSPERS IN THE WORK (3:1-32)  
 
Introduction – In connecting Nehemiah 2:20 with Nehemiah 3:1, “The God of heaven, he will 
prosper us … Then Eliashib the high priest rose up ... and they builded,”…  one can see that the 
people received a small glimpse of the vision and “got with the program.” Nehemiah’s name is 
not mentioned in Chapter 3, however, the Nehemiah of Chapter 3:16, “After him repaired 
Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, the ruler of the half part of Bethzur,” is another Nehemiah when 
compared to Chapter 1:1, “The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah, One of the lessons 
learned in Chapter 3 is that “Many hands make light work.” There are a number of other lessons 
that we can learn from in this chapter.  
 
1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they builded the sheep gate; 
they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah they sanctified it, unto the tower 
of Hananeel. 2 And next unto him builded the men of Jericho. And next to them builded Zaccur the son of 
Imri. 3 But the fish gate did the sons of Hassenaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and set up the 
doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 4 And next unto them repaired Meremoth the son of 
Urijah, the son of Koz. And next unto them repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah, the son of 
Meshezabeel. And next unto them repaired Zadok the son of Baana. 5 And next unto them the Tekoites 
repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord. 6 Moreover the old gate repaired 
Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah; they laid the beams thereof, and set 
up the doors thereof, and the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 7 And next unto them repaired Melatiah 
the Gibeonite, and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon, and of Mizpah, unto the throne of the 
governor on this side the river. 8 Next unto him repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, of the goldsmiths. 
Next unto him also repaired Hananiah the son of one of the apothecaries, and they fortified Jerusalem 
unto the broad wall. 9 And next unto them repaired Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of the half part of 
Jerusalem. 10 And next unto them repaired Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even over against his house. 
And next unto him repaired Hattush the son of Hashabniah. 11 Malchijah the son of Harim, and Hashub 
the son of Pahathmoab, repaired the other piece, and the tower of the furnaces. 12 And next unto him 
repaired Shallum the son of Halohesh, the ruler of the half part of Jerusa- lem, he and his daughters. 13 
The valley gate repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it, and set up the doors thereof, 
the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and a thousand cubits on the wall unto the dung gate. 14 But the 
dung gate repaired Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler of part of Bethhaccerem; he built it, and set up 
the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 15 But the gate of the fountain repaired Shallun 
the son of Colhozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up the doors thereof, 
the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and the wall of the pool of Siloah by the king’s garden, and unto 
the stairs that go down from the city of David. 16 After him repaired Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, the ruler 
of the half part of Bethzur, unto the place over against the sepulchres of David, and to the pool that was 
made, and unto the house of the mighty. 17 After him repaired the Levites, Rehum the son of Bani. Next 
unto him repaired Hashabiah, the ruler of the half part of Keilah, in his part. 18 After him repaired their 
brethren, Bavai the son of Henadad, the ruler of the half part of Keilah. 19 And next to him repaired Ezer 
the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, another piece over against the going up to the armoury at the 
turning of the wall. 20 After him Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly repaired the other piece, from the 
turning of the wall unto the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest. 21 After him repaired Meremoth 
the son of Urijah the son of Koz another piece, from the door of the house of Eliashib even to the end of 
the house of Eliashib. 22 And after him repaired the priests, the men of the plain. 23 After him repaired 
Benjamin and Hashub over against their house. After him repaired Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son 
of Ananiah by his house. 24 After him repaired Binnui the son of Henadad another piece, from the house 
of Azariah unto the turning of the wall, even unto the corner. 25 Palal the son of Uzai, over against the 
turning of the wall, and the tower which lieth out from the king’s high house, that was by the court of the 
prison. After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh. 26 Moreover the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, unto the place 
over against the water gate toward the east, and the tower that lieth out. 27 After them the Tekoites 
repaired another piece, over against the great tower that lieth out, even unto the wall of Ophel. 28 From 
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above the horse gate repaired the priests, every one over against his house. 29 After them repaired 
Zadok the son of Immer over against his house. After him repaired also Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, 
the keeper of the east gate. 30 After him repaired Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the sixth 
son of Zalaph, another piece. After him repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah over against his 
chamber. 31 After him repaired Malchiah the goldsmith’s son unto the place of the Nethinims, and of the 
merchants, over against the gate Miphkad, and to the going up of the corner. 32 And between the going 
up of the corner unto the sheep gate repaired the goldsmiths and the merchants.  
 

A. The Pattern 
The work was organized and directed, with the spiritual leaders taking the lead, “the high priests 
rose up with his brethren the priests” (1), and the people cooperating. God noted each worker 
and recorded his name in the book. Each man had a specific responsibility. Teamwork! All too 
often people are inspecting everyone else’s work. So much could be accomplished if everyone 
would do something, put their shoulder to the wheel and not worry about whether everyone else 
is working or not. No man can do everything, but every man can do something! Of course you 
will never have 100 percent cooperation. There’s always a few parasites and ‘gold-bricks’ 
around, “but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord” (5).  
 The phrase “And next unto them” is used many times in the chapter. It is very difficult to 
be motivated to work alone.  
Romans 12:11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Our service provokes 
others to serve the Lord.  
2 Corinthians 9:2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of 
Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many.  
 

B. The People  
There were a variety of workers. There were priests (1), rulers (12-19), women (12), craftsmen 
(8, 32) and even Jews from other cities (2, 5, 7). Some were willing to do extra work (11, 19, 21, 
24, 27, 30). Some did their work at home (10, 23, 28-30), and this is where Christian service 
ought to begin. Some were more zealous than others (20). Compare verse 11, “Malchijah the 
son of Harim, and Hashub the son of Pahathmoab, repaired the other piece, and the tower of 
the furnaces” with Ezra 10:31 “And of the sons of Harim; Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shemaiah, 
Shimeon” and you will see that some backsliders joined in the work.  
 It seems that whenever God needs to have a work built that He somehow provides the 
where- withal to complete the job. When the Lord instructed Moses to build the Tabernacle in 
the wilderness, He didn’t ask Moses to perform a miracle. God supplied the various materials, 
people and skills to complete the project. See Exodus 35 and 1 Kings 7. 
 

C. The Places – There is a definite spiritual lesson in each of these gates. 
 

Sheep Gate (1,32) — Speaks of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  
John 10:1-3 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and 
he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  
John 10:7-11 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of 
the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear 
them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
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they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
 This was the first gate repaired, for without the sacrifice, there is no salvation. Note that 
the sheep gate had no locks or bars, for the door of salvation is ever open to the sinner. This is 
the only gate that was sanctified, setting it apart as a special gate.  
 
Fish Gate (3) — Reminds us of soul-winning, being “fishers of men.”  
Mark 1:17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men.  
 
Old Gate (3:6) — Speaks of the old paths and the old truths of the Word of God.  
Jeremiah 6:16 Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We 
will not walk therein.  
Jeremiah 18:15 Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and 
they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a 
way not cast up;  
 The people of the world are forever looking for “some new thing” and they refuse to go 
back to the basic truths that really work.  
Acts 17:21 (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing 
else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)  
 
Valley Gate — Reminds us of humility before the Lord. In Philippians 2, we see Christ 
descending from the glories of heaven into the valley of human limitation and even death.  
Philippians 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross.  
 We do not enjoy the valley, but often God must take us there to bring a blessing to our 
lives.  
 
Dung Gate — Apparently this is the gate through which the waste and refuse of the city were 
taken. Imagine how difficult it would be to repair a gate in such a place. Certainly this speaks to 
us of the cleansing of our lives  
2 Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  
Isaiah 1:16-17 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow.  
Later some of the Jews were to complain about the rubbish, Nehemiah 4:10, “ And Judah 
said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we 
are not able to build the wall.”  
 
Gate of the Fountain — Illustrates the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  
John 7:37-39 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
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believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified.)  
It is interesting to note the order of these gates: first there is humility (the valley gate), then 
cleansing (the dung gate), and then the filling of the Spirit (the fountain gate).  
 
Water Gate — Speaks of the Word of God, which cleanses the believer. 
Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the  
word,  
Psalm 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word.  
 Note that this is the seventh gate mentioned, and seven is the Bible number for 
perfection — the perfect Word of God  
Psalm 12:6-7 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this 
generation for ever.  
Psalm 119:89 Forever, O Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven.  
 
Horse Gate — Introduces the idea of warfare. Certainly there are battles in the Christian  
life and we must be ready to fight.  
2 Timothy 2:1-4 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the 
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may 
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  
 
East Gate — Makes us think of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west;  
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  
 In Ezekiel, the prophet saw God’s glory depart from the temple by the East gate.  
Ezekiel 10:18-22 Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and 
stood over the cherubims. And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the 
earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood 
at the door of the east gate of the LORD’S house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over 
them above.  
Ezekiel 11:22-23 Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and 
the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. And the glory of the LORD went up from the 
midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city.  
 
But later in Ezekiel 43, he saw God’s glory return  
Ezekiel 43:1-4 Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: 
And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like 
a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.... And the glory of the LORD came 
into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east.  
 
Gate of Miphkad — Speaks of God’s judgment. The Hebrew word miphkad means 
“appointment, account, census, mustering.” It carries the idea of troops showing up for review, 
or an appointed place for a meeting. Certainly God is going to call all souls up for judgment one 
day.  
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2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.  
Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  
 
 As you review these gates and their order, you can see the full picture of the Christian 
life, from the sheep gate (salvation) to the final judgment. Praise God the Christian shall never 
face judgment because of his sins!  
 
John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life.  
Romans 8:1-2 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death.  
 
Lessons in responsibility – 

1. No one man can do the work of God. A number of good team players are always more 
useful than a couple all-stars.  

2. Prayer is not a substitute for hard work.  
3. With so many involved in the work, the burden never overwhelmed anyone.  
4. Not everyone will contribute or participate.  
5. God never will ask us to do something impossible. He provides the grace and help.  
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FACING THE ENEMY (CHAPTER 4)  
 
The Work and the People Face Opposition (4:1-13)  
 

A. Ridicule and Mockery (1-6)  
1 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great 
indignation, and mocked the Jews. 2 And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and 
said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in 
a day? will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? 3 Now Tobiah the 
Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down 
their stone wall. 4 Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, 
and give them for a prey in the land of captivity: 5 And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be 
blotted out from before thee: for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders. 6 So built we the 
wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work.  
 
Criticism: Obstacles and opposition are building tools. They present a challenge and when the 
challenge is met confidence and inner strength are secured by accomplishing something that 
once appeared impossible. These obstacles are well and carefully placed in our lives to build 
and strengthen us. Sanballat was criticizing God’s work! Who was the fool? Tobiah was 
mocking the God-inspired work of one of his servants (verse 3)! Critics constantly look at 
situations from a human point of view, they don’t stop to think that they may be opposing God’s 
directive will. Criticism is never a good reason to stop the work. Criticism will come, you can 
count on it. Nehemiah faced it and prayed about it. The human thing to do is to get mad and 
retaliate. You are never more successful than when you are on your knees in prayer. Nehemiah 
not only prayed, but he stayed with the task at hand, good old–fashioned persistence!  
 

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the 
doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, 
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short 

again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to 
do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; 

who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at 
least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither 

know victory nor defeat.” – Theodore Roosevelt  
We see:  

• It is impossible to lead anyone without facing opposition. In fact the leader usually is the 
one who has, in the past, successfully met with opposition.  

• It is essential to face opposition in prayer. 
• Prayer is not all that is necessary if opposition grows. Prayer is no substitute for hard 

work.  
 

B. Physical Threat (7-9)  
7 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the 
Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped, 
then they were very wroth, 8 And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, 
and to hinder it. 9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and 
night, because of them.   
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C. Discouragement in the Tribe of Judah (10)  
10 And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that 
we are not able to build the wall.  
 
Discouragement: Opposition brings discouragement. Look at the word: dis-courage. Webster 
says courage is, “that quality of mind which enables one to encounter danger and difficulties 
with firmness, or without fear, or fainting of heart; valor; boldness; resolution.”  
Discouragement says, “Is it really worth it?” or “Why should I go any further?” or “I can’t do it” or 
“It’s hopeless.” Desire is blunted.  
 Notice that the discouragement comes from within the tribe of Judah. In Genesis 49, 
Judah was prophesied to be the leader. Those that got discouraged first were those that lived 
closest to the enemy. Day after day they heard their threats. You cannot constantly hear 
negative talk without being affected by it. If you are prone to discouragement you cannot afford 
to run the risk of fellowshipping with those who traffic in discouraging information.  
 
What Causes Discouragement?  

• Loss of strength – “strength is decayed” (10). The people were getting tired. The 
newness of the challenge had worn off and it had become just plain hard work.  

• Loss of vision (10). The people saw the rubbish. They no longer had the vision of the 
completed wall. 

• Loss of confidence. With strength and vision lost, the work becomes merely a human 
undertaking. The empowerment of the Spirit of God is not evident and “the flesh is 
weak.” “I can’t do it,” no you can’t!  

• Loss of security. Fear is a result of insecurity. No one likes to live looking over their 
shoulder. Fear of the unknown can lead us to run: physically, spiritually, mentally or 
emotionally, which in effect is quitting.  

 
Overcoming Discouragement: Nehemiah could not afford to show his discouragement. It is 
very demoralizing to see the leader discouraged. Many of the same thoughts that went through 
the people’s minds went through the mind of Nehemiah. Nehemiah employed five techniques to 
deal with discouragement before it ran rampant:  

• He unified their efforts again toward the goal. Nehemiah unified the workers according to 
families and gave them a common goal; self–preservation. Nehemiah stopped, survey 
the situation, and regrouped to be more objective in his evaluation.  

• Nehemiah directed their attention to the Lord (verse 14). Nehemiah took charge and 
took their attention off themselves and focused it towards the Lord. 

• Nehemiah maintained a balance of thought and action. There is a time to fight. There is 
a time to turn the other cheek. There should be a good balance of building and battle. 

• Nehemiah determined there must be a rallying point. What was the rallying point? Vs. 
20. Nehemiah knew they individually could not stand.  

• To dispel all signs of discouragement, Nehemiah had to get the people involved in 
serving others. Helping others with their problems has a tendency to minimize one’s 
own. Most people need to have a cause to really get to work. The Jews had one.  

 
D. Intimidation and Fear (11-12)  

11 And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and 
slay them, and cause the work to cease. 12 And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them 
came, they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you.  
 



 17 

E. The Leader’s Response to Opposition (13-18)  
13 Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the people 
after their families with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked, and rose up, and said 
unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the 
Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, 
and your houses. 15 And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God 
had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work. 16 
And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the work, and the other 
half of them held both the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons; and the rulers were 
behind all the house of Judah. 17 They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those 
that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. 
18 For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me.  
 

• He took steps to defend their ground physically (13) 
• He encouraged the troops and reminded them of the cause (14) 
• He maintained defenses even after the threat had apparently dissipated (15-18) 

 
F. Nehemiah Reevaluates the Work (4:19-23)  

19 And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work is great and large, 
and we are separated upon the wall, one far from another. 20 In what place therefore ye hear the sound 
of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us. 21 So we laboured in the work: and 
half of them held the spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared. 22 Likewise at the same 
time said I unto the people, Let every one with his servant lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night they 
may be a guard to us, and labour on the day.  23 So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the 
men of the guard which followed me, none of us put off our clothes, saving that every one put them off for 
washing.  
 

• He briefs the people and tells them not to spread themselves too thin (19) 
• Nehemiah tells them where their strength is, “in the Lord” (20)  
• The work was more than an 8-5 job (21) 
• Nehemiah pulled in the troops and tightened security (22) 
• There was no real rest (23)  

o They worked by day, and stood guard by night (22). 
o They never removed their clothing and weaponry (23).  

 
 “No leader is exempt from criticism, and his humility will nowhere be seen more clearly than in the 
manner in which he accepts and reacts to it.”  

– J. Oswald Chambers 
“Anyone who steps into the arena of leadership must be prepared to pay a price. True leadership exacts 

a heavy toll on the whole person — and the more effective the leadership, the higher the price!”  
– Charles Swindoll 

God’s will for Nehemiah was to build the wall. He appointed men to various tasks to accomplish 
that great project. Everyone had a job. Shortly thereafter, the opposition to the work intensified. 

God’s will didn’t allow the wall to be built without opposition; enter the critics!  
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FACING THE ENEMY (CHAPTER FIVE)  
 
Introduction 
The saying goes, “If it isn’t one thing, it’s another.” Here in chapter five, it’s another. It is difficult 
and discouraging enough to have to face the many external oppositions placed before us in 
God’s work, but when the enemy is within the ranks, the damage that can be done may be 
irreparable.  

Chapter Five is certainly not the highlight of the book. There is no building in this chapter! 
The enemy of greed and selfishness had infiltrated the camp. There were great economic 
burdens placed upon the Jews, not only because of the famine (Haggai 1:1-11), but also 
because of the taxes they had to pay. The Jews were being robbed by their own people. Usury 
was common place, and the people were complaining about how much it had cost them to enter 
into the work. How the enemy must have enjoyed seeing and hearing of the dissension among 
the ranks!  
 

A. More Opposition From Within (5:1-5)  
1 And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews. 2 For there 
were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we take up corn for them, that we 
may eat, and live. 3 Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and 
houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. 4 There were also that said, We have borrowed 
money for the king’s tribute, and that upon our lands and vineyards. 5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of 
our brethren, our children as their children: and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to 
be servants, and some of our daughters are brought unto bondage already: neither is it in our power to 
redeem them; for other men have our lands and vineyards.  
 

• The Overt Crisis 
o Famine – “dearth” (3) 
o taxes – “tribute” (4) 
o usury (7) – “Ye exact usury, every one of his brother”  

• The Covert Crisis 
o bitterness over the cost of the work (1, 5) 
o 2 Corinthians 10:12 – “comparing themselves among themselves” (5)  
o failure to go to God with their burdens (1)  

 
 The people were about to go on strike. “We have our rights,” they might have said. 
Nehemiah, like a good leader, took the time to listen to their grievances: Some had large 
families without enough to eat; others owned property, yet had to mortgage their homes and 
properties to endure the spiraling inflation; others were over their heads in debt and could not 
see the light at the end of the tunnel. Famine, taxes, and usury compounded the already difficult 
conditions of the work. 
  

What may even be more distressing to Nehemiah, although it isn’t mentioned, was the fact 
that their morale was low. He saw that many were beginning to wonder why they had committed 
themselves to the work in the first place. What they were going without overshadowed the 
prospects of the completed project. It is painfully reminiscent of the Jews in the wilderness – 
“Moses brought us out here to die!” Nehemiah was a wise man. Instead of reprimanding the 
common folk for their selfishness, he realized that a good scolding was inappropriate, for it 
probably would not be received well. Nehemiah saw a need to relieve some of the needless 
excess financial pressures caused by the greedy usurers. He attacked the problem head on.   
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A. The Leader’s Response to the Crisis (5:6-13)  
6 And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. 7 Then I consulted with myself, and I 
rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I 
set a great assembly against them. 8 And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our 
brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? or shall they be 
sold unto us? Then held they their peace, and found nothing to answer. 9 Also I said, It is not good that 
ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? 
10 I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray you, let us 
leave off this usury. 11 Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their 
oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, 
that ye exact of them. 12 Then said they, We will restore them, and will require nothing of them; so will we 
do as thou sayest. Then I called the priests, and took an oath of them, that they should do according to 
this promise. 13 Also I shook my lap, and said, So God shake out every man from his house, and from his 
labour, that performeth not this promise, even thus be he shaken out, and emptied. And all the 
congregation said, Amen, and praised the LORD. And the people did according to this promise.  
 

• Nehemiah got angry (6)  
• He talked it over with himself before he spoke (7) - “Look before you leap.”  
• He rebuked those who were guilty (7)  

o You’re acting no different than the heathen - “then held they their peace” (8)  
o “walk in the fear of our God” (9), “leave off this usuary” ((10), “restore” (11)  

• They did! “We will” (vs 12) - “Amen, and praised the Lord. And the people did” (13)  
 
 There’s a time to get angry, but the leader cannot afford to retaliate without considering 
all the repercussions. Nehemiah weighed the “pros” and “cons,” devised a plan, and went to 
work. He didn’t penalize everyone; he went to the “hot spot” of the controversy. He made three 
accusations: you are charging interest to fellow Jews (Exodus 22:25 against Levitical law); you 
are enforcing permanent slavery of Jews, Leviticus 25:42 (vs 8); you’re a rotten testimony to 
those around us (vs 9).  

The nobles “held their peace.” They were smart enough to accept the rebuke and admit 
their exploitation. Nehemiah tells them: stop; make specific plans to correct the situation as 
quickly as possible; declare your plans publicly in a promise to God and realize the seriousness 
of such a vow. . . “And the people did.” Another crisis had been “handled.”  
 
Nehemiah’s Example (5:14-19)  
14 Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from the 
twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years, I and my 
brethren have not eaten the bread of the governor. 15 But the former governors that had been before me 
were chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; 
yea, even their servants bare rule over the people: but so did not I, because of the fear of God.16 Yea, 
also I continued in the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and all my servants were gathered 
thither unto the work. 17 Moreover there were at my table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, 
beside those that came unto us from among the heathen that are about us.18 Now that which was 
prepared for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep; also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten 
days store of all sorts of wine: yet for all this required not I the bread of the governor, because the 
bondage was heavy upon this people. 19 Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I have 
done for this people.  
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• He denied himself his deserved wage (14).  
• He feared God; God gave him the job, He would provide (15)  
• He continued in the work (16)  
• He relinquished some of his rights (16)  
• He didn’t want to overburden an already burdened people (18)  
• He asked God to bless him for his work (19)  

 
 Nehemiah was a man of character, promoted from cup bearer, to building contractor, to 
governor. Nehemiah was willing to do what others would not even consider doing. He would not 
accept the financial benefits of his job, for it would overburden an already depressed economy. 
Holding a secular position he still continued in the work and probably contributed more than his 
share. He feared God and knew that God doesn’t hand His paychecks out on Friday afternoon. 
He asked but one thing, “Think upon me, my God, for good.”  
 
Lessons in responsibility – 

1. Any real work of God will cost a great price. 
2. God expects the work to continue even amidst unfavorable economic circumstances. 
3. There are always those who will try to make a buck off someone else’s misfortune. 
4. The leader is an example, either a good one or a bad one. 
5. Correcting any problem begins by facing it head on. 
6. Correction is carried out most effectively when we make a promise, preferable publicly.  
7. Maybe there was some building accomplished in chapter five after all was said and 

done.  
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FACING THE ENEMY (CHAPTER SIX) 
 
Introduction 
Nehemiah was not “out of the woods” yet. He and his people had successfully overcome the 
various oppositions they had faced thus far. In Chapter Six we find pressure is brought to bear 
on the leader himself. The selfish attitudes of Chapter Five served to discourage the body of the 
people as a whole. The earlier threats were aimed at disheartening an aggressive, purposeful 
work force. All the people, including Nehemiah, were affected to one degree or another.  
 In Chapter Six we see the enemy launch an all out attack on the leader himself. The 
leader is usually the type of person that people either love or hate - there seems to be very little 
room for mediocrity. As a result of this, the leader spends his time either “on top of things” or “in 
the pits.” He’s either in the penthouse or the outhouse; he’s the hero one moment, the goat the 
next. People in leadership positions must live on the yo-yo of public opinion. It’s when the leader 
is under verbal attack of the intimidating pubic that he shows his true colors. The heavyweight 
boxing champion of the world, not only must be able to deliver a devastating knockout punch, 
but he must be able to take the same punch and go another round. These principles 
undoubtedly spill over into the realm of our Christian service.  
 In Chapter Six Nehemiah faced three personal attacks: In 6:1-4 he faces guile, deceit 
and conspiracy; in 6:5-9 his motives are questioned by innuendo; and in 6:10-14 the enemy 
continues its attack by intimidation.  
 

A. A Well–Timed Attack (6:1-4)  
1 Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our 
enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at that time I 
had not set up the doors upon the gates;) 2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let 
us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. 3 
And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why 
should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? 4 Yet they sent unto me four times after 
this sort; and I answered them after the same manner.  
 
 “Things were going so well, what a time for this to happen!” Did you ever hear that 
before? The work was pressing forward, spirits were high and then someone threw a monkey 
wrench into the gear box! Satan has a talent for making an offensive move against the Christian 
just at the right moment. I’m sure that more often than not, Satan isn’t within 500 miles of the 
catastrophe. The world calls this situation “Murphy’s Law,” the Bible calls it Romans 8:28, “And 
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.”  
 Nonetheless, the work was just about complete. Nehemiah and his cohorts were about 
to put the finishing touches on the wall (6:1). Then came word that the opposition was interested 
in sitting down at the conference table to discuss “détente.”  
 

• The Strategy — An Ecumenical Council (6:2)  
How often I have seen a Christian just get back on his spiritual feet when another test or trial 
confronts him head on. Here, the enemy had conspired to eliminate the man of God, “But they 
thought to do me mischief.”  
 The enemy persisted - “four times” (6:4), but Nehemiah wouldn’t take the bait.  
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B. The Rumor Mill (6:5-14)  
5 Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; 6 
Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think 
to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 
7 And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in Judah: 
and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us take 
counsel together. 8 Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou 
feignest them out of thine own heart. 9 For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be 
weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 10 Afterward I 
came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he 
said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: 
for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. 11 And I said, Should such a 
man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go 
in. 12 And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: 
for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, 
and sin, and that they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. 14 My God, think 
thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the 
rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear.  
 
 Attack can come in such subtle forms. Sanballat first wanted to get Nehemiah’s mind off 
the work and then physically remove him from the job site. This would bring the work to a 
standstill. Even if Sanballat and Tobiah had something constructive to contribute, these 
“conferences” accomplish so little. There certainly are times to communicate and get organized 
but some people spend more time talking about what should be done, than doing it!  
 Sanballat and Tobiah wanted to sign a “peace treaty” with Nehemiah (5-7). This was 
most probably their pretense. Did you ever think of this? Treaties are never signed because of 
the mutual trust between two parties, they are drawn up because of the mutual distrust!  
 Lying, slander, and gossip are some of the enemy’s favorite tools. There will always be 
those who are so small that know they can find someone just as small as they are to listen to 
the trash they generate. We’ve already discussed criticism and the grace that is required to 
handle the armchair quarterbacks, but slander...that’s another ball game. The urge to defend 
oneself can consume you and cause you to act irrationally. It is a fact, that either here or in 
Heaven, God will vindicate the righteous. Oftentimes overreacting to slander only draws 
needless attention to an already unhealthy situation.  
 Nehemiah recognized that the lies of verse 6 were not only directed against himself, but 
against God’s work. His response, “O God, strengthen my hands” (9).  
 
 Note the man of God’s discernment after speaking with Shemiah (10): “should such a 
man as I flee.?” (11); “I perceive that God had not sent him” (12); “hired, that I should be 
afraid...and sin” (13). Nehemiah knew that his enemies would use his fear to discourage the 
troops.  
 

C. Mission Accomplished (6:15-16)  
15 So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 16 
And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were 
about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that 
this work was wrought of our God.  
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“So the wall was finished” (15) - Five chapters and fifteen verses later. What had been a burden 
in the heart of the man of God and a purpose in the mind of an almighty God, had become 
reality.  
 
 Results: the enemy was “cast down in their own eyes” for they perceived that this work 
was wrought of our God” (16). The results were undeniable. If the work had not been finished, 
there would have been every reason for one to believe the work was not of God in the first 
place.  

 
D. Bad Losers (6:17-19)  

17 Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah 
came unto them. 18 For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of 
Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of 
Berechiah. 6:19 Also they reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah 
sent letters to put me in fear.  
 
 The enemy had to face the reality of defeat. Of course they didn’t have the courage to 
admit it to themselves. So onward, forward, upward, etc., they went. They couldn’t stop now, 
they had committed themselves. Tobiah continued his anti-Nehemiah campaign to save face 
(19). The continued correspondence only served as a smokescreen to obscure the fact that 
their plans had been thwarted.  
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FACING THE ENEMY (CHAPTER SEVEN)  
 
Introduction 
Nehemiah Chapters 1-6 shows us how Nehemiah accomplished his first objective — the 
building of the wall. Chapter 7 is transitional and records the first steps toward consolidating the 
work. This move towards consolidation will soon be interrupted by a spiritual awakening in 
Chapters 8-10, but will resume again after God has prepared the heart of His people for self-
government in Chapter 11.  
 Leaders know the importance of setting realistic goals. Nehemiah’s first objective was to 
build the wall of the city. He motivated the people to work with him and, at different times, 
measured their advancement (Nehemiah 4:6; 6:1,15). He allowed for interruptions (Nehemiah 
4:10,13; 5:1-13). Finally the wall was finished (6:15); his first objective had been reached. 
Before the rebuilding of the wall was completed, he took inventory of the situation. “Phase Two” 
of the operation, the consolidation of the work, had already taken shape in his mind. Here we 
see another one of those desirable characteristics of the leader, the ability to plan ahead.  
 The first thing we note as we look at Chapter Seven was the new leadership Nehemiah 
provided for the city (7:1-4). Following this, God prompted him to take a census of the people. 
This was done with a view to determine the purity of the people and the priesthood, and in the 
repopulation of the city of Jerusalem. Finally Nehemiah insured the proper support of those 
engaged in the service of the house of the Lord.  
 

A. Leadership Appointments (7:1-4)  
1 Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, and the porters and the 
singers and the Levites were appointed, 2 That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the 
palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he was a faithful man, and feared God above many. 3 And I said unto 
them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot; and while they stand by, let them 
shut the doors, and bar them: and appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, every one in his 
watch, and every one to be over against his house. 4 Now the city was large and great: but the people 
were few therein, and the houses were not builded.  
 
 Nehemiah selected certain men to whom he could delegate responsibility. What 
qualifications did these men possess to qualify them for their positions?  
Alexander Hamilton said, “The aim of every political constitution is, or ought to be, first to obtain 
for rulers men who possess most wisdom to discern, and most virtue to pursue the common 
good of society; and in the next place, to take the most effectual precautions for keeping them 
virtuous.”  
 In verse 2, there are the two basic qualifications for a position of responsibility in 
Christian service; faithfulness and the fear of God. The leader must have the discernment and 
ability to choose able men who will be “problem solvers” not “problem makers.” The leader also 
must be willing to examine his own weaknesses and employ men who will take up some of the 
slack he might leave through his weaknesses.  
 Theodore Roosevelt once said, “The best executive is the one who has sense enough to 
pick good men to do what he wants done, and self–restraint enough to keep from meddling with 
them while they do it.” Roosevelt brings out another important characteristic of the leader - to 
adequately train other leaders, you must be willing to give them opportunity to make mistakes, 
you must give them free hand at what they are doing.  
 Nehemiah gave Hanani and Hananiah general guidelines, then gave them the liberty to 
carry out his requests.  
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B. The Census (7:5-69)  

5 And my God put into mine heart to gather together the nobles, and the rulers, and the people, that they 
might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found a register of the genealogy of them which came up at the 
first, and found written therein, 6 These are the children of the province, that went up out of the captivity, 
of those that had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and 
came again to Jerusalem and to Judah, every one unto his city; 7 Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, 
Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The 
number, I say, of the men of the people of Israel was this;  
 
 While taking the census, Nehemiah found a record of the Jews who had returned to their 
homeland under Zerubbabel (See Ezra 2).  
 Some were dismissed from the priesthood because they could not prove a pure 
genealogy because at some time in the past they had intermarried with Gentiles. Thusly, 
Nehemiah took serious steps to insure the spiritual purity of the Jewish people.  
 
61 And these were they which went up also from Telmelah, Telharesha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer: but 
they could not shew their father’s house, nor their seed, whether they were of Israel. 62 The children of 
Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred forty and two. 63 And of the priests: 
the children of Habaiah, the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai, which took one of the daughters of 
Barzillai the Gileadite to wife, and was called after their name. 64 These sought their register among 
those that were reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found: therefore were they, as polluted, put from 
the priesthood. 65 And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till 
there stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim.  
 
The total census came to 42,360 people, plus 7,337 servants and 245 singers, with 736 horses, 
245 mules, 435 camels and 6,720 asses (66-69).  
 
66 The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three hundred and threescore, 7:67 
Beside their manservants and their maidservants, of whom there were seven thousand three hundred 
thirty and seven: and they had two hundred forty and five singing men and singing women. 68 Their 
horses, seven hundred thirty and six: their mules, two hundred forty and five: 69 Their camels, four 
hundred thirty and five: six thousand seven hundred and twenty asses.  
 

C. Nehemiah Insures Financial Help (7:70-73)  
70 And some of the chief of the fathers gave unto the work. The Tirshatha gave to the treasure 
a thousand drams of gold, fifty basons, five hundred and thirty priests’ garments. 71 And some 
of the chief of the fathers gave to the treasure of the work twenty thousand drams of gold, and 
two thousand and two hundred pound of silver. 72 And that which the rest of the people gave 
was twenty thousand drams of gold, and two thousand pound of silver, and threescore and 
seven priests’ garments. 73 So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, 
and some of the people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and when the 
seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their cities.  
 
 In further implementing “phase two” of his plan, Nehemiah insured that those who 
worked in the temple would be adequately cared for. As a consequence of the census, the 
heads of the fathers’ houses were again brought into prominence in the community. They had 
long been overshadowed by the various rulers that ruled over them.  
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The “Tirshatha” (70) is Nehemiah himself. Nehemiah was a leader and example in every way. 
He led in the building and the giving.  
 
Lessons in responsibility – 

1. The leader should be actively involved in training his subordinates for leadership 
positions.  

2. Faithfulness and fear of God are the two primary qualifications for spiritual leadership.  
3. The leader needs to give his subordinates the opportunity to explore their own 

potentialities by striving to create new possibilities for themselves and others.  
4. The leader, by example, must show those he is responsible to and for, what giving is all 

about. Giving is more caught than taught. Attitudes are hard to teach, they’re contagious.  
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD (CHAPTER 8)  
 
Introduction 
We hear much of “revival” in 1982. The ecumenical “brethren” are calling for “renewal.” The 
church across town hangs a sign that says, “Revival, Sunday-Wednesday Night, 7 PM.” Much is 
said, but there is little in the way of results. The word “revive” means to “live again.” There can 
be no “revival” in a church that was never alive.  
 Here in Chapter Eight, we see some of the vital ingredients that go into true revival. 
Certainly much of what has happened through the first seven chapters has contributed greatly 
to the atmosphere proceeding this highlight of Jewish history. Let us think for a moment. The 
revival was a product of strong leadership and organization. It was a product of a united effort. 
These were tested people, proven under the pressures and obstacles they had already seen 
overcome. There was a genuine desire, and more importantly, a cause to work. This and much 
more paved the way for Chapter Eight.  
 

A. The Reading of the Word of God (8:1-8)  
1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the water 
gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 
commanded to Israel. 2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and 
women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he 
read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the 
men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the 
purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and 
Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and 
Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for 
he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: 6 And Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they 
bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, 
and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, 
and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place. 8 So they 
read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading.  
 

• The People Had an Obvious Respect for the Word of God 
o Their patience (3, 7) 
o Their attentiveness (3) 
o Their consideration (4-5) 
o Their responsiveness (5-6)  

 
• The Priests Carried Out Their Duties Responsibly 

o “caused the people to understand” (7) 
o They read “distinctly” (8) 
o They “gave the sense” (8)  
 

 In every genuine revival in history, two major thrusts have always appeared. First, there 
has been a proclamation of the Bible, God’s Word; second, there has always been the 
responsive mobilization of the believers, God’s people.  
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 According to Chapter Seven, the basic organization has been completed, the people 
were now well ordered, well defended, and well governed. Yet a timeless truth emerged from all 
of this, it was not enough to exist within the confines of a well–constructed superstructure. Real 
peace, happiness, joy, satisfaction, etc., is within, not without.  
 
 Nehemiah again showed us why God had chosen him to exemplify leadership ability in 
the Word of God. First, he found the right man for the job at hand, Ezra (8:1). Nehemiah was 
willing to step aside, for Ezra was the man qualified to do the job. Secondly, he established the 
work on truth. Thirdly, he never lost sight of the ultimate goal, the wall building was only a 
means to an end, it was not the end of itself.  
 

C. The People Understood the Word of the Lord (8:9-12)  
9 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that 
taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn 
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said 
unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom 
nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the 
LORD is your strength. 11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the 
day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and 
to send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that were 
declared unto them.  
 

• Understanding Brings Results 
o Weeping (9) 
o Joy (10) 
o Strength (10)  

o Holiness (11) 
o Gladness, festivity, fellowship 

(12)  
 
True revival comes only when individuals will submit themselves totally to the authority of the 
Word of God.  
 

• The desire of the people to listen appears to have stemmed from three things: 
o The persistent teaching ministry of Ezra 
o The example of Nehemiah 
o A new awareness of God’s righteousness  

 
 Note the affect the Word of God had on the Jews. First, the information was fed into the 
minds of the people. Secondly, this evoked an emotional or heart response. Based on this 
response, the people acted and exercised their human prerogative “to will” or “not to will.” Mind, 
heart, will; this is the path all of our decisions take.  
 
 Understanding promotes mental and emotional flexibility, meaning, the individual is 
moldable or moveable. This promotes compassion and the ability to react properly in any given 
situation.  
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C. The People Acted Upon Their Understanding (8:13-15)  

13 And on the second day were gathered together the chief of the fathers of all the people, the priests, 
and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words of the law. 14 And they found written 
in the law which the LORD had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in 
the feast of the seventh month: 15 And that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in 
Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle 
branches, and palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written.  
 

• Obedience, “as it is written” (15)  
The people, apparently up to this point, were very ignorant concerning the Scriptures, especially 
in regards to the Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:39-43). The character that had been 
developed along with the sterling example of the man of God, prepared the people to “do right.” 
The only sensible thing to do was to obey.  
 

D. The Result — A Genuine Revival (8:16-18)  
16 So the people went forth, and brought them, and made themselves booths, every one upon 
the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the street 
of the water gate, and in the street of the gate of Ephraim. 17 And all the congregation of them 
that were come again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths: for since the 
days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the children of Israel done so. And there 
was very great gladness. 18 Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the 
book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a 
solemn assembly, according unto the manner.  
 
Real Revival: “for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the children of 
Israel done so. And there was very great gladness.” (17)  
 
 Revival has never in the history of Israel or the Church been an all–encompassing 
movement, unless you take into consideration the early stages of the Church as it spread slowly 
through the Roman Empire. Revival is something that is very localized. There are no shortcuts 
to it, and it is not like the “Hong Kong Flu” that can be contracted without any effort on the part 
of the recipient.  
 
 A great price was paid to bring Israel to that day. In fact, you can trace it back to the 
burden of one man who said, “O Lord, I beseech thee let now thine ear be attentive to the 
prayer, … (Nehemiah 1:11).”  
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD (CHAPTER 9)  
 
Introduction 
“If there is one thing that man learns from history, it is that man doesn't learn from history.” As 
one examines the history of the world in which we live, one can clearly see that there is not a 
single record of any civilization that maintained any semblance of what we would call “moral 
fiber” without a religious foundation. Man left to himself will eventually destroy himself. The 
history of Israel and the Jewish people greatly exemplifies the basic principle behind this 
concept ... that is, God blesses obedience.  
 In Nehemiah Eight we saw some of the principles and ingredients that lend toward true, 
biblical revival. Chapter Nine recounts the history of the Israelites and provides a fitting prelude 
to the signing of the covenant in Chapter Ten.  
 

A. Preparation of the People (9:1-3)  
1 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and 
with sackclothes, and earth upon them. 2 And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, 
and stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in their place, 
and read in the book of the law of the LORD their God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part 
they confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God.  
 
 The longest prayer in the Bible is recorded in this chapter. It is interesting to note the 
areas in which the people prepare themselves before they go to the Lord. We may learn 
something about a proper prayer life.  
 

• Fasting (1) — Psalm 69:10 “chastened my soul with fasting”  
Isaiah 58:3 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our 
soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your 
labours.  
Psalm 35:13 But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with 
fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom.  
 

• Humility — “sackclothes, and earth” (1) - a symbol of mourning 
1 Kings 20:31- 32 And his servants said unto him, Behold now, we have heard that the kings of the house 
of Israel are merciful kings: let us, I pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and 
go out to the king of Israel: peradventure he will save thy life. So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and 
put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said, Thy servant Benhadad saith, I pray 
thee, let me live. And he said, Is he yet alive? he is my brother. 
Job 16:15 I have sewed sackcloth upon my skin, and defiled my horn in the dust.  
Job 30:19 He hath cast me into the mire, and I am become like dust and ashes.  
Job 42:6 6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 
Joel 1:8 8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth.  
 

• Separation (2)  
Ezra 9:1-2 Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and 
the priests, and the Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of the lands, doing according 
to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, 
and for their sons: so that the holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of those lands: yea, the 
hand of the princes and rulers hath been chief in this trespass.  
2 Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  
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2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  
 

• Confession (2)  
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin...9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

• Reading (3)  
John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me.  
 

• Worship (3)  
Exodus 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  
Colossians 2:18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,  
Revelation 19:10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy 
fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  
 

C. Prayer for the People (9:4-31)  
4 Then stood up upon the stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, 
Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried with a loud voice unto the LORD their God. 5 Then the Levites, 
Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up 
and bless the LORD your God for ever and ever: and blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted 
above all blessing and praise.  
 
 The Levites began their prayer with adoration (5). They contemplated the majesty of 
God, extolled His power, and described His gracious intervention on behalf of His people. 
Someone once said, “There are two things that are the most difficult things to get people to do: 
to think...and to do things in the order of their importance, priorities.”  
 
 Nehemiah had successfully communicated these principles to the people. The people 
were willing to take an objective viewpoint concerning themselves. They were willing to reflect 
on past sins, failures and mistakes. People learn two ways in life: by taking good advice and 
through experience. Experience is usually the hard way, and I might add, the most commonly 
selected alternative.  
 

• Israel’s Short History to This Point  
o Creation — Abraham (6-8) 
o Captivity — Red Sea (9-15) 
o Wanderings — Canaan (16-25)  
o Judges — Captivity (26-31)  

 
The first lesson learned is God blesses a faithful heart, using Abram as the example (6-8), “And 
foundest his heart faithful before thee...” (8)  
 
 Secondly, God will provide, if need be, miraculously, for our very needs, using the Jews’ 
wilderness wandering as the example after the Exodus from Egypt (9-15), “And gavest them 
bread from heaven for their hunger, and broughtest forth water for them out of the rock for their 
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thirst, and promisedst them that they should go in to possess the land which thou hadst sworn 
to give them” (15)  
 
 Thirdly, God is always ready to forgive, using the rebellion of the Israelites after their 
miraculous deliverance (16-25), “thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not” (17).  
 
 Lastly, in spite of man’s rebellion and hardness of heart after a synopsis of Israel’s 
failures through their Judges and Kings, which led to the Babylonian Captivity, the men praise 
God’s mercy (26-31), “Nevertheless for thy great mercies’ sake thou didst not utterly consume 
them, nor forsake them; for thou art a gracious and merciful God” (31).  
 

C. Promise of the People (9:32-38)  
32 Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who keepest covenant and mercy, 
let not all the trouble seem little before thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on 
our priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy people, since the time of the kings of 
Assyria unto this day. 33 Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but 
we have done wickedly: 34 Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept thy law, 
nor hearkened unto thy commandments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst testify against them. 
35 For they have not served thee in their kingdom, and in thy great goodness that thou gavest them, and 
in the large and fat land which thou gavest before them, neither turned they from their wicked works. 36 
Behold, we are servants this day, and for the land that thou gavest unto our fathers to eat the fruit thereof 
and the good thereof, behold, we are servants in it: 37 And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom 
thou hast set over us because of our sins: also they have dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle, 
at their pleasure, and we are in great distress. 38 And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and 
write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it.  
 
 The prayer of the Levites led the people to a higher level of commitment. There was in 
their attitude a desire for a new and better relationship with their God. Only this would bring to 
fruition their spiritual longings and nationalistic hopes. Consequently, the people decided to 
make a solemn agreement in writing and to seal the document with the signatures of the leaders 
of the people (38). It was a nice idea...but we are faced with the grim reality that man cannot 
guarantee anything. History encourages us by reminding us that God will fulfill His Word. God is 
not an “Indian giver.” He is “not a man, that He should lie” (Numbers 23:19). He follows through 
and fulfills all of His unconditional promises and will meet His commitments on those that are 
conditional.  
 
Lessons in responsibility – 

1. A knowledge of history gives us perspective on our present-day problems. From history 
we are able to learn from the example of those who have preceded us.  

2. The history of man and his ability to enjoy life — individually as well as nationally — is 
intimately intertwined with his conformity to the will of God.  

3. From our study of Nehemiah Chapter Nine, we can take courage from the fact that God 
is active in history. By observing God’s activity in the past, Israel came to know more of 
His work in the present.  

4. A Biblical approach to history will neither make us wide-eyed optimists nor downhearted 
pessimists.  

 
 
 



 33 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD (CHAPTER 10)  
 
Introduction 
As we consider the story of Nehemiah, we find the people anxious to alter their lifestyle. In 
short, they came to the realization that there are priorities in life. These priorities come out in 
Nehemiah Chapters 8-10. In Chapter Nine the people pour their hearts out to the Lord verbally, 
and now in Chapter Ten in writing, they declare their dependence on Him. Forty-eight names go 
down on the documents, with Nehemiah, our chief character, leading the list as would be 
expected.  
 We live in an age of broken promises, unfulfilled commitments and meaningless vows. It 
seems that a man’s word is worth very little today. The exception certainly only proves the rule.  
In Nehemiah, we see a group of people who under quality leadership, have the courage to 
complete a necessary work against all obstacles, and through the influence of the Word of God 
and God’s man, Ezra, move forward to a great revival and a renewed commitment to God’s law, 
house and work.  
 

A. The People of the Covenant (10:1-27)  
Nehemiah 10:1-27 Now those that sealed were, Nehemiah, the Tirshatha, the son of Hachaliah, 
and Zidkijah, Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, Pashur, Amariah, Malchijah, Hattush, Shebaniah, 
Malluch, Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 
Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah: these were the priests. And the Levites: both Jeshua the son of 
Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel; And their brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah, 
Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, Hodijah, 
Bani, Beninu. The chief of the people; Parosh, Pahathmoab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani, Bunni, Azgad, 
Bebai, Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, Ater, Hizkijah, Azzur, Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, Hariph, Anathoth, 
Nebai, Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, Meshezabeel, Zadok, Jaddua, Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 
Hoshea, Hananiah, Hashub, Hallohesh, Pileha, Shobek, Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, And 
Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, Malluch, Harim, Baanah.  
 

• Nehemiah (1) 
• The Priests (2-8) 
• The Levites (9-13)  
• The Leaders (14-27)  

 
 Trusting Jesus Christ as personal Savior is a very difficult decision for many to make in 
this life. It is my observation that the struggle the Christian goes through in deciding to 
consecrate, commit, dedicate, surrender (or whatever term you might use) to the Lord, is often 
as difficult, and in many cases far more difficult than the initial acceptance of God’s provision 
through Christ.  
 There are at least two principles that are brought out here that serve as essential 
prerequisites for consecration. First, these people had come to a knowledge of what God 
required of them individually and corporately, through the reading of the law. Secondly, the 
emotional effect of the review of their history, helped them see clearly that their past failures had 
brought their nation to captivity, failing to fulfill their purpose in God’s plan.  
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B. The Provisions of the Covenant (10:28-38)  
28 And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethinims, and all they 
that had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, 
and their daughters, every one having knowledge, and having understanding; 29 They clave to their 
brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God’s law, which was given 
by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and 
his judgments and his statutes; 30 And that we would not give our daughters unto the people of the land, 
nor take their daugh- ters for our sons: 31 And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the 
sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy day: and that we 
would leave the seventh year, and the exaction of every debt. 32 Also we made ordinances for us, to 
charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God; 33 For the 
shewbread, and for the continual meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering, of the sabbaths, of 
the new moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy things, and for the sin offerings to make an atonement 
for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 34 And we cast the lots among the priests, the 
Levites, and the people, for the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, after the houses of 
our fathers, at times appointed year by year, to burn upon the altar of the LORD our God, as it is written in 
the law: 35 And to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, 
unto the house of the LORD: 36 Also the firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, as it is written in the law, 
and the firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, unto the priests that 
minister in the house of our God: 37 And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our 
offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the 
house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the 
tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 38 And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the 
Levites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the 
chambers, into the treasure house.  
 

• The Terms (28-31) 
o Keep the Law 
o The Commandments  

o Intermarriage 
o Sabbath  

 
• The House of God (32-38)  

o The Temple Tax  
o Wood Offering  
o Firstfruits 

o Firstborn 
o Offering for the Levites  
o Levite Offering  

 
 There is, first, the decision to submit themselves to the authority of the Scriptures. They 
know that they cannot expect God’s blessings without obedience. They also know they have to 
act responsibly before Him.  
 
 The Israelites then pledge themselves to observe certain specifics. Intermarriage has 
certainly helped bring about the downfall of Israel. Religious differences have resulted in the 
children being improperly instructed in the way of the Lord (Nehemiah 13:23-29). This in turn 
has undermined society and Israel’s God-given spiritual values.  
 
 Next we see their commitment to worship. The Jews determine to keep the Sabbath, 
allow the ground to lie fallow each seventh year, and cancel all debts. They also pledge 
themselves to maintain the financial needs of the temple and those who minister in it. God’s 
house is once again at the center of their lives.  
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C. The Vow - “We will not forsake the house of our God” (10:39)  
39 For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, 
and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and 
the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God.  
 
Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: 
pay that which thou hast vowed, Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and 
not pay.  
 
 Finally, on a note of great solemnity, all the people affirm, “They will not neglect the 
house of God.” Without a strong religious center, the nation would not long survive.  
 
Lessons in responsibility – 

1. “Look before you leap.” Serious thought should preceded all major adjustments in one’s 
life. “Count the cost”. Priorities guide the accomplishments and failures in our lives; take 
time for consideration, counsel and reflection.  

2. Written plans confirm right priorities. Write down your goals and priorities in your life. 
From time to time read them and examine your progress.  

3. A loss of Christian ‘distinction’ and conformity to the world go hand in hand . . . are you 
different? Are you authentic?  

 
Establish and confirm your own personal priorities. Look to, and follow those who do likewise.  
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DEDICATION OF THE WALLS (CHAPTER 11)  
 
Introduction 
Nehemiah Chapter 11 deals with the establishment of a new form of society. In Chapters 1-6, 
we saw the building of the walls. In Chapters 8-10 we saw the spiritual instruction of the people 
and signing of the covenant.  
 Chapter 11 picks up where Chapter Seven left off. The sparse population of the city of 
Jerusalem made it extremely vulnerable to its’ enemies. A plan for ‘urban renewal’ must be 
organized and carried out for the benefit of all. Here we see again the importance of good 
leadership. Nehemiah carefully organized the people, surveyed the needs and administrated the 
colonization of the land for the benefit of all. Human government certainly can be to one’s 
advantage as long as it functions as a servant of the people and the people respect it’s rules 
and regulations. 
 

A. Innovation and Organization (11:1-3)  
1 And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: the rest of the people also cast lots, to bring one of ten 
to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other cities. 2 And the people blessed all the 
men, that willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem. 3 Now these are the chief of the province 
that dwelt in Jerusalem: but in the cities of Judah dwelt every one in his possession in their cities, to wit, 
Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s servants.  
 
 Again Nehemiah comes to the forefront of our study. All of the groundwork has been 
laid. The walls were rebuilt, there was spiritual revival, unity and dedication. Yet this was still but 
a small part of the overall plan. God wanted His people back in the land, not just barely existing, 
but prospering. With the initial work complete, the people now had time and to be reminded of 
their past differences and “roots.” There were a number of what might be termed “strange 
bedfellows” here. Suffice it to say, there were various interest groups involved. For example: 
children of Judah, the Levites, children of Perez, the porters, the Nethinims, the children of 
Benjamin, etc. Each of these groups had their own roots, their own way of doing things and in 
some ways had some differences. What a responsibility the leader has. He must, first, consider 
God’s will; he must, secondly, consider the good of all involved; while lastly trying to make 
everyone happy, avoiding any possible problem situations.  
 
(Romans 13:1–5) Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God.  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise of the same: 4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, 
be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil. 5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake.  
(Nehemiah 9:37) And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou hast set over us because of our 
sins: also they have dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great 
distress.  
 

B. Pattern and Process (11:4-9)  
4 And at Jerusalem dwelt certain of the children of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin. Of the children 
of Judah; Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the 
son of Mahalaleel, of the children of Perez; 5 And Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Colhozeh, the 
son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni.  6 All the 
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sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem were four hundred threescore and eight valiant men. 7 And these 
are the sons of Benjamin; Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of 
Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jesaiah. 8 And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine 
hundred twenty and eight. 9 And Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer: and Judah the son of Senuah 
was second over the city.  
 

In the absence of a king in Judah, and God’s rule over His people through a local 
representative (commonly called theocracy), a form of democracy prevailed. There is a distinct 
difference between theocracy, is ruler ship by God (“theos”), and a democracy. Ephesians 6.  
What may at first sight be regarded as another dry list of names, takes on a new significance 
when we consider the political structure and administration of the city. The various historical 
back grounds of these peoples, complicated by the fact that just recently new leadership had 
been selected (Nehemiah 7:1, 2), made the administration and manipulation of these people a 
very difficult task. There was a major problem that confronted the people. Jerusalem itself was 
under populated. This jeopardized all the work that had thus far been accomplished. Who would 
“stand the gap?’  
 

Nehemiah’s handling of the problem of new residents is explained in vs. 9. Whether the 
leaders mentioned in the text were appointed by Nehemiah or not, is not stated. Regardless of 
the method by which they were chosen, these men were obviously acceptable to the people. 

 
Two important principles are seen in Nehemiah’s handling of the situation. First, 

Nehemiah bases his administration on equity and equality; secondly, there is adequate 
representation of the people.  Structurally, if you look carefully, there is a chain of command and 
a clear distinction of job function. There can be little doubt that the reality of the spiritual revival 
led the people to subordinate their own personal desires and seek the good of all.  
 

C. Separation of Church and State (11:10-24)  
10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin. 11 Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, 
the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the ruler of the house of God. 12 And their 
brethren that did the work of the house were eight hundred twenty and two: and Adaiah the son of 
Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashur, the son of 
Malchiah, 13 And his brethren, chief of the fathers, two hundred forty and two: and Amashai the son of 
Azareel, the son of Ahasai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 14 And their brethren, mighty men 
of valour, an hundred twenty and eight: and their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of one of the great men. 
15 Also of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hashub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son 
of Bunni; 16 And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chief of the Levites, had the oversight of the outward 
business of the house of God. 17 And Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, 
was the principal to begin the thanksgiving in prayer: and Bakbukiah the second among his brethren, and 
Abda the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. 18 All the Levites in the holy city were 
two hundred fourscore and four. 19 Moreover the porters, Akkub, Talmon, and their brethren that kept the 
gates, were an hundred seventy and two. 20 And the residue of Israel, of the priests, and the Levites, 
were in all the cities of Judah, every one in his inheritance. 21 But the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel: and Ziha 
and Gispa were over the Nethinims. 22 The overseer also of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of 
Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha. Of the sons of Asaph, the singers 
were over the business of the house of God. 23 For it was the king’s commandment concerning them, 
that a certain portion should be for the singers, due for every day. 24 And Pethahiah the son of 
Meshezabeel, of the children of Zerah the son of Judah, was at the king’s hand in all matters concerning 
the people. 
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Religion in its purest form was the superstructure that the Jewish state was built upon. 
‘Separation of Church and State’ is one of the fundamental principles of our government. That 
concept or idea is often perverted. The concept of the separation was spawned out of the desire 
of the people to keep government from interfering with the church. In other words, the 
‘sovereignty of God’ and His Church has to be protected, not the sovereignty of the state. Both 
cannot be sovereign! “Sovereign” means chief, highest, paramount; in dealings with each other, 
one must be higher.  

 
It was the intention of the framers of our Constitution, to have the Church influence and 

rule over the affairs of the State, never the opposite. Chapter 11 shows us the handling of this 
delicate (and today controversial) situation. The priests and Levites carried out functions 
commissioned by God. Nehemiah was very careful not to (as a political official) interfere with 
their ministries. See King Uzziah in 2 Chronicles 26:1-23.  

 
A strong religious commitment is essential if a democratic form of administration is to 

succeed. Without adequate spiritual values it is hard, if not impossible, to obtain and maintain 
the idea of obligation and responsibility.  
 

D. The Willing Unknowns (11:25-36)  
25 And for the villages, with their fields, some of the children of Judah dwelt at Kirjatharba, and in the 
villages thereof, and at Dibon, and in the villages thereof, and at Jekabzeel, and in the villages thereof, 26 
And at Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Bethphelet, 27 And at Hazarshual, and at Beersheba, and in the 
villages thereof, 28 And at Ziklag, and at Mekonah, and in the villages thereof, 29 And at Enrimmon, and 
at Zareah, and at Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam, and in their villages, at Lachish, and the fields thereof, at 
Azekah, and in the villages thereof. And they dwelt from Beersheba unto the valley of Hinnom. 31 The 
children also of Benjamin from Geba dwelt at Mchmash, and Aija, and Bethel, and in their villages, 32 
And at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35 Lod, and 
Ono, the valley of craftsmen. 36 And of the Levites were divisions in Judah, and in Benjamin.  
 
(Nehemiah 11:2) And the people blessed all the men, that willingly offered themselves to dwell at 
Jerusalem.  
(2 Chronicles 17:16) And next him was Amasiah the son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself unto the 
LORD; and with him two hundred thousand mighty men of valour.  
(1 Thessalonians 2:8) So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, 
not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.  
(2 Corinthians 8:5) And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and 
unto us by the will of God.  
 

Two dangers lurk in the shadow of leadership. One is the reluctance on the part of the 
leader to become virtually unknown, forgotten and overlooked in the accomplishment of the 
objective. The second is the negligence of strong, natural leaders who fail to recognize others 
who really deserve much of the credit.  

All of us can name leaders who become almost obscure for the sake of getting the job 
done. God is ready to bless those leaders and subordinates who genuinely do not care if they 
are recognized by man or not for their accomplishments. The record books are kept in Heaven. 
It is refreshing to run across someone who does not have to be a ‘superstar,’ but is willing to 
labor in obscurity and remain one of those unknown, authentic servants.  
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In Nehemiah 11, we find five specific groups who willingly gave something:  
• First, those who willingly moved into the city (11:2). 
• Second, 822 people who willingly worked within the temple (11:10-12).  
• Third, those in charge of the outside work of the House of God (11:15-16).  
• Fourth, Mattaniah, the prayer warrior (11:17). 
• Fifth, Uzzi, the singers for the House of God (11:22)  

 
Lessons in responsibility – 

1. Your gifts and service make you valuable although not necessarily famous. 
2. Every labor done in love is remembered by God. He will reward you accordingly.  

Galatians 6:7-9 7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be 
weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  

3. Our final rewards will be determined on the basis of faithfulness — not public applause.  
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DEDICATION OF THE WALLS (CHAPTER 12)  
  
Introduction  
“So that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off” (Nehemiah 12:43). This statement sort of 
sums up the spiritual and psychological climate that had been established in Jerusalem. 
Happiness and joy are infectious sort of things. People who enjoy life are always in demand. On 
the contrary, those that continually display negative attitudes, gripe, complain and spend most 
of their time feeling sorry for themselves, tend to isolate themselves from all but those who are 
just like them.  
 We live in a distressing time. High unemployment, world unrest, violent crimes on the 
increase, threatening world famine, all serve to ‘dampen’ one’s spirits. Let’s all be honest, there 
certainly is plenty to be anxious about. It is a documental fact that over half of those occupying 
hospital beds are there because of ‘mental’ or ‘emotional’ disorders. People in the health care 
professions are extremely alarmed at the rapid increase in the rate of suicides. Yet, in spite of 
all this, God wants His children to be happy and experience “the joy of the Lord” (Nehemiah 
8:10).  
 Nehemiah 12 helps us to see things from God’s perspective. If we can see things the 
way God sees them in this life, certainly the friction generated by living in a confused world will 
be lessened.  
 

A. The Priests and Levites Who Went Up With Zerubbabel (12:1-9)  
Now these are the priests and the Levites that went up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: 
Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, Iddo, Ginnetho, 
Abijah, Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah, Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These 
were the chief of the priests and of their brethren in the days of Jeshua. Moreover the Levites: Jeshua, 
Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, which was over the thanksgiving, he and his brethren. 
Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, were over against them in the watches.  
 

The chapter opens with yet another list of names. It shows us Nehemiah’s concern to 
maintain the authenticity of the rules and traditions of his people. Nehemiah goes back 90 years 
to Zerubbabel and surveys the history of the priestly and Levitical families to his own time. 

  
Ezra 2:2 Which came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, 
Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel:  
Ezra 3:2 Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son 
of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as 
it is written in the law of Moses the man of God.  
Ezra 3:8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second 
month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their 
brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and 
appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward the work of the house of the 
LORD.  
Ezra 4:2-3 Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build 
with you: for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon 
king of Assur, which brought us up hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the 
fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God; but we 
ourselves together will build unto the LORD God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath 
commanded us.  
Ezra 5:2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to 
build the house of God which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of God helping them.  
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As we examine this text, we must be reminded of those who have gone before us and their 
labor in the Lord. Their lives and examples should serve to motivate us to “fight the good fight of 
faith” (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7). One cannot help but being humbled reading the 
biographies of men like Brainerd, Judson, Taylor, Carey, Wesley, Luther, Wycliffe, etc. “Foxes 
Book of Martyrs” will stir one’s heart to realize the small price we have paid for the cause of 
Christ. Paul said to the Hebrews in 12:4, “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood...”  
 

B. The Descent of the Priests (12:10-21) 
 And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim also begat Eliashib, and Eliashib begat Joiada, And Joiada begat 
Jonathan, and Jonathan begat Jaddua. And in the days of Joiakim were priests, the chief of the fathers: 
of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; Of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; Of Melicu, 
Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; Of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; Of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, 
Meshullam; Of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, 
Jehonathan; And of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; Of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; Of Hilkiah, 
Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethaneel.  
 
 Chapter 12 teaches that there are various ministries in the Lord’s service. Every Levite 
was not a priest, and every priest could not be the High Priest. Because of their number, David 
had divided the priesthood into courses. Some were assigned what we would consider menial 
tasks, while others enjoyed more prestigious positions. Yet, each one was important and 
contributed to the work of the whole. Paul develops this point to the church. 
 
Ephesians 4:11–16 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together 
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:4–11 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of 
administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is 
given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another 
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of 
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to 
another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
every man severally as he will.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?  
Not everyone has the same function in the Body of Christ, yet all are important and perform a 
vital function in the overall working of the Body to bring honor, glory and praise to our Lord.  
 In looking at these lists in Nehemiah, one would be a fool not to think that God keeps 
accurate records. Consider the care, accuracy and preservation in these lists and genealogies. 
God keeps accurate books.  
 
Malachi 3:16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that 
thought upon his name.  
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Psalm 56:8 Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?  
 
Psalm 139:1–16 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known 
me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 3 Thou 
compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 4 For there is not a word in 
my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and 
laid thine hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 7 
Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8 If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me. 11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. 12 Yea, the 
darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike 
to thee. 13 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will praise 
thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right 
well. 15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the 
lowest parts of the earth. 16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my 
members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. 
  
Isaiah 4:3 And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall 
be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem:  
 

C. The Chief Levites (12:22-26)  
22 The Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded chief 
of the fathers: also the priests, to the reign of Darius the Persian. 23 The sons of Levi, the chief 
of the fathers, were written in the book of the chronicles, even until the days of Johanan the son 
of Eliashib. 24 And the chief of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of 
Kadmiel, with their brethren over against them, to praise and to give thanks, according to the 
commandment of David the man of God, ward over against ward. 25 Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, 
Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were porters keeping the ward at the thresholds of the 
gates. 26 These were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the 
days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe.  
 
 We might take this opportunity to capitalize on a concept explored in our study of 
Chapter 11. The people had leadership in both the secular, “Nehemiah, the governor,” and the 
spiritual, “Ezra, the priest, the scribe.” The proper biblical balance is illustrated in the character 
of these men. Nehemiah was a politician who was a spiritual man; and Nehemiah was a 
spiritual man holding a religious office who exhibited a genuine interest in the political welfare of 
the people.  
 

D. The Dedication of the Walls (12:27-43)  
27 And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their places, to bring 
them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with 
cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. 28 And the sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both 
out of the plain country round about Jerusalem, and from the villages of Netophathi; 29 Also from the 
house of Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: for the singers had builded them villages 
round about Jerusalem. 30 And the priests and the Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, 
and the gates, and the wall. 31 Then I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two 
great companies of them that gave thanks, whereof one went on the right hand upon the wall toward the 
dung gate: 32 And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, 33 And Azariah, Ezra, and 
Meshullam, 34 Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, 35 And certain of the priests’ sons 
with trumpets; namely, Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the 
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son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph: 36 And his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, 
Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of 
God, and Ezra the scribe before them. 37 And at the fountain gate, which was over against them, they 
went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the going up of the wall, above the house of David, even unto 
the water gate eastward. 38 And the other company of them that gave thanks went over against them, 
and I after them, and the half of the people upon the wall, from beyond the tower of the furnaces even 
unto the broad wall; 39 And from above the gate of Ephraim, and above the old gate, and above the fish 
gate, and the tower of Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the sheep gate: and they stood still in 
the prison gate. 40 So stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, and I, and 
the half of the rulers with me: 41 And the priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, 
Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets; 42 And Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and 
Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah their overseer. 
43 Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: 
the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.  
 

For this solemn yet joyful occasion, the priests and Levites purify themselves. In doing 
so they set themselves apart to God. The purification process extends to the people, the gates 
of the city and the wall itself. The people probably wash their clothes (Exodus 19:10,14) and 
bathe themselves (Numbers 8:5-8; 19:12,19). The gates and the wall are ritually cleansed with 
hyssop (2 Chronicles 29:5ff; Leviticus 14:48-53). All of this is done to remind the Israelites that 
they and all that they have, belong to the Lord.  

When everything is ready, Nehemiah divides the people and their leaders, the priests 
and the Levites, into two groups. These groups form two large choirs. With Ezra at the head of 
one group and Nehemiah leading the other, they walk through the streets, mount the walls, 
circle the city, and meet together over against the Temple.  

   The dedication of the wall is the climax to the months of hardship the people have 
endured. The dedication of the wall marks a new beginning, it serves as a rallying point for the 
people. They walk around the very walls they’ve helped to build. This experience welds them 
together and gives them a sense of unity and accomplishment. A common venture, undertaken 
for the common good, has a tremendous binding affect. In the case of Israel, building the wall 
has restored their confidence in Jehovah and given them some national prestige. There was a 
sense of corporate strength. The result for all, a God-given joy, a spirit of rejoicing. JOY - Jesus-
Others-Yourself. Their love for the Lord and for one another caused them to subordinate their 
own personal desires to the good of the whole. Holiness must precede happiness.  
 

E. Restoration of the Temple Order (12:44-47)  
44 And at that time were some appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for the offerings, 
for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities the portions 
of the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites that 
waited. 45 And both the singers and the porters kept the ward of their God, and the ward of the 
purification, according to the commandment of David, and of Solomon his son. 46 For in the 
days of David and Asaph of old there were chief of the singers, and songs of praise and 
thanksgiving unto God. 47 And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days of 
Nehemiah, gave the portions of the singers and the porters, every day his portion: and they 
sanctified holy things unto the Levites; and the Levites sanctified them unto the children of 
Aaron.  
 
 God’s original plan and order for Israel had been abandoned for hundreds of years. 
Nehemiah and Ezra had each played an important role in bringing Israel closer to what it was 
supposed to be than had been seen since the days of Joshua.  
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CONDEMNATION OF THE WICKED (CHAPTER 13)  
 
Introduction 
For a period of time following the dedication of the wall, Nehemiah continued to establish a 
righteous government in Jerusalem. Eventually, we learn in verse six, he left the city and went 
back to his original assignment as the King’s cupbearer.  
 During his absence things began to deteriorate in Jerusalem. The text does not say how 
long Nehemiah was gone, but “while the cat’s away the mice will play.” Nehemiah asks leave to 
return to Jerusalem and finds a multiplicity of problems on his arrival.  
 Toleration of sin leads to spiritual laxity, and spiritual laxity paves the way for doctrinal 
indifference. When it occurs, we become ignorant of God’s provision for us. Our sensitivity to 
spiritual realities fades, and we lose the motivation that once kept us active in the service of 
God. Moral degeneracy becomes the inevitable result.  
 

A. The Law and Separation (13:1-3)  
1 On that day they read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people; and therein was found 
written, that the Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the congregation of God for ever; 2 
Because they met not the children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired Balaam against them, 
that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned the curse into a blessing. 3 Now it came to pass, 
when they had heard the law, that they separated from Israel all the mixed multitude.  
 
 Verses 1-3 set up the remainder of Chapter 13. “On that day” (1) refers to the day of the 
dedication of the walls (12:27-47). We are initially confronted with the good intentions and firm 
purposes of the people to maintain the purity, nationalistically, that God demanded of them. Yet, 
what follows in the chapter shows us two very important human principles: first, you’ll never get 
a true 100% participation from all in anything - “...Eliashib the priest, having the oversight of the 
chamber of the house of our God, was allied unto Tobiah” (4); secondly, we are reminded of 
how quickly people forget their commitments. Background in the historical references of Ammon 
and Moab, children of Lot, Abraham’s nephew, and Balaam, son of Beor, from Esau’s family 
who became enemies of Israel:  
 
Genesis 19:37-38 And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the 
Moabites unto this day. And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same 
is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.  
 
Deuteronomy 23:3-5 An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to 
their tenth generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for ever: Because they met 
you not with bread and with water in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt; and because they hired 
against thee Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee. Nevertheless the LORD 
thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God turned the curse into a blessing unto 
thee, because the LORD thy God loved thee.  
 
Genesis 36:1,32 Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom. And Bela the son of Beor reigned 
in Edom: and the name of his city was Dinhabah.  
 
Numbers 22:5-6 He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the 
river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out from 
Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me: Come now therefore, I 
pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, that we may 
smite them, and that I may drive them out of the land: for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, 
and he whom thou cursest is cursed.  
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B. Defiling of the Temple (13:4-6)  

4 And before this, Eliashib the priest, having the oversight of the chamber of the house of our God, was 
allied unto Tobiah: 5 And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime they laid the meat 
offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, the new wine, and the oil, which 
was commanded to be given to the Levites, and the singers, and the porters; and the offerings of the 
priests.6 But in all this time was not I at Jerusalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of 
Babylon came I unto the king, and after certain days obtained I leave of the king:  
 
 The first problem that arises in the chapter is that of compromising companionship. 
Tobiah is an Ammonite (Nehemiah 2:19). Eliashib, the high priest (v. 28), has set up for Tobiah 
a nice pent house apartment in the Temple in direct violation of verses 1-3.  
We are admonished in the Scriptures, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers...“ 
(2 Corinthians 6:14), and “Evil communications corrupt good manners” (1 Corinthians 15:33). As 
Solomon’s wives turned away his heart from God (1 Kings 11:2), so will bad companions turn 
your heart away from serving the living God.  
 

C. Nehemiah’s Second Visit (13:7-9)  
7 And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in preparing 
him a chamber in the courts of the house of God. 8 And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth 
all the household stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. 9 Then I commanded, and they cleansed 
the chambers: and thither brought I again the vessels of the house of God, with the meat 
offering and the frankincense.  
 
 Nehemiah took the problem “by the throat.” Note the emotion and yet balanced 
decisiveness of the leadership of Nehemiah. The “evil” of v.7 “grieved me sore” (v.8). Nehemiah 
had a broken heart for the sins of the people and was willing to attack the situation head on. 
Nehemiah enters Tobiah’s penthouse apartment and begins to throw all of Tobiah’s “trash” out 
into the street. What kind of a Christian attitude is that? By the way, Nehemiah isn’t the only 
temple “exterminator” in the Scriptures  
 
John 2:13-16 And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, And found 
in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 
And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; And said 
unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an house of 
merchandise.  
 
 Good job Nehemiah! All of our work demands a little bit of maintenance from time to 
time. Someone must be willing to act, and act based on biblical, godly principles. Note other 
instances Nehemiah acted:  
v.11 – “Then contended I” 
v.15 – “and I testified against them”  
v.17 – “Then I contended with the nobles”  
 
The leader is willing to work and, if need be, fight for right and accept the personal 
consequences.  
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D. The Order of the House of God (13:10-14)  
10 And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given them: for the Levites and the 
singers, that did the work, were fled every one to his field. 11 Then contended I with the rulers, and said, 
Why is the house of God forsaken? And I gathered them together, and set them in their place. 12 Then 
brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the new wine and the oil unto the treasuries. 13 And I made 
treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: 
and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: for they were counted faithful, and 
their office was to distribute unto their brethren. 14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe 
not out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof.  
 
 The next problem Nehemiah faced was the problem of financial fiasco. The people who 
served in the Temple, the Levites, drew their income from the tithes of the people. Apparently, 
there was a “cash flow problem.” The Levites and singers were on the bulging unemployment 
roles (a direct result of people who will not be honest with God). Nehemiah asked the question, 
“Why is the house of God forsaken?” (11) and rebuked the rulers and “sets them in their place.” 
When Nehemiah spoke, people listened! Nehemiah restructured the treasury, finding faithful 
men to fulfill those duties (13), and prayed (14).  
 

E. The Violation of the Sabbath (13:15-22)  
15 In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, 
and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought into 
Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. 16 There 
dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the sabbath unto 
the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. 17 Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto 
them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the sabbath day? 18 Did not your fathers thus, and 
did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by 
profaning the sabbath. 19 And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before 
the sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be opened till 
after the sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no burden be brought in 
on the sabbath day. 20 So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or 
twice. 13:21 Then I testified against them, and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye do so 
again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came they no more on the sabbath. 22 And I 
commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they should come and keep the 
gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me 
according to the greatness of thy mercy.  
 

On to the next problem. Remember, a good leader is a problem solver, not a problem 
maker. Problem #3, a secularized sabbath. Look at the covenantal promise of Nehemiah 10:31, 
“And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we 
would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy day: and that we would leave the 
seventh year, and the exaction of every debt.”  

 
The people were working, trading, buying, selling, etc., all in violation of the Sabbath. As 

a result, Nehemiah “contended” (17), “testified against them” (15, 21), and warned them, “if ye 
do so again, I will lay hands on you” (21). From v.25, he must have acted like a raving maniac, 
“And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their 
hair, and made them swear by God...”. But quickly and convincingly the wrong was set in order, 
“From that time forth came they no more on the sabbath” (21).  
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F. Intermarriages (13:23-31)  
23 In those days also saw I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab: 24 And 
their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews’ language, but 
according to the language of each people. 25 And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote 
certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your 
daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves. 26 Did not Solomon 
king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nations was there no king like him, who was beloved 
of his God, and God made him king over all Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish women cause to 
sin. 27 Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this great evil, to transgress against our God in marrying 
strange wives? 28 And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was son in law to 
Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I chased him from me. 29 Remember them, O my God, because they 
have defiled the priesthood, and the covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites. 30 Thus cleansed I 
them from all strangers, and appointed the wards of the priests and the Levites, every one in his 
business; 31 And for the wood offering, at times appointed, and for the firstfruits. Remember me, O my 
God, for good.  
 
 Nehemiah’s fourth problem was that of a gross domestic disobedience. The men had 
married women from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. The mixed marriages had produced a 
generation of children who “could not speak the Jews’ language” (24). The Scriptures were 
written in Hebrew and the children were incapable of reading them on their own. “Did not 
Solomon . . . sin by these things?” (1 Kings 11:1-8). As we have seen, v.25 reveals the decisive 
action Nehemiah pursued, “cursed them . . . smote certain of them . . . plucked off their hair.” 
Quite tactless. Tact is some- thing one uses with reasonable people, action must be taken 
against those who are not, “Therefore I chased him from me” (28).  
 
 Nehemiah’s last prayer (31) says, “Lord I don’t know if I’ve done everything exactly the 
way you’d do it, yet, you know where my heart is” - “Remember me, O my God, for good.”  
 
Lessons in responsibility – 

1. Face wrong head-on. 
2. Deal with wrong severely. 
3. Work toward a permanent correction. 
4. Always follow up wrong with prayer.  

 


