
NEHEMIAH … DRIVEN FOR RESTORATION 
 
Discussion – 
What did Nehemiah’s burden lead him to do? Speak about his passion.  
 
 
How do we handle situations that cause us great heaviness? What’s your plan?   
 
 
How does revival come about? Are we passionate like Nehemiah? Explain. 
 
 
Lessons –  
Burdens Drive Us … Nehemiah Prayed (4) – And it came to pass, when I heard these words, 
that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of 
heaven, 

• Galatians 6:1–5. We are to “take up in order to carry or bear the burden” of others in the 
body. We are often too busy or uncaring to pray for the revival and restoration of the 
body of Christ.  

• Nehemiah heard the report, sat down, wept, mourned, fasted, prayed. 
Compassion Drives Us … Nehemiah Burned (6) – Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine 
eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, 

• 1 John 3:16–18. We are to engage others in the body because of our compassionate 
heart from Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit in us. We are to have mercy on those 
afflicted and be moved to action. 

• Nehemiah beseeched, honored, proclaimed, pleaded, begged. 
Integrity Drives Us … Nehemiah Confessed (6–7) – We have dealt very corruptly against thee, 
and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses.  

• Psalm 26:1,11; 41:12. We are to invest in God’s local church with an honest and upright 
heart. Transparency and honesty before the Lord are essential in our approach to God 
to restoring us.  

• Nehemiah confessed, specified, referenced the word and law of Moses. 
Promises Drive Us … Nehemiah Declared (8–9) – Remember, I beseech thee, the word that 
thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among 
the nations: 

• 2 Peter 1:1–4. We are to live and walk in the precious promises from God with great 
purpose to restore our worship with God that we often forsake. We need not delay the 
revival of our hearts for another day.  

• Nehemiah remembered, stated conditions, named promises and prophesy. 
 

Conclusion – “For I was the king's cupbearer.” (11) What does it mean to be servants of King 
Jesus as His cupbearers in the land we have been placed? 
  



NEHEMIAH … MOTIVATED BUILDER 
 
Discussion – 
Few leaders exhibit genuine faith in God. What are some things that motivate people?    
 
 
Evidence of fruit in a person’s life means God is at work. Why is fruit so important?   
 
 
People follow leaders who meet the need and act. How important is the leader’s example for 
influencing others in the mission? 
 
 
Lessons –  
Motivation Pursues … Nehemiah’s Heart Was Fixed (5) – And I said unto the king, If it 
please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me 
unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it. 

• Psalm 57:7, 108:1, 112:7. The Bible teaches us to be careful for nothing and take things 
to the Lord. Pursue God and get your heart fixed on God’s heart!   

• Nehemiah spoke, presented need, asked humbly, and received permission. 
Motivation Clarifies … Nehemiah’s Purpose Was Clear (10) – When Sanballat the Horonite, 
and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was 
come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. 

• Acts 11:19–26. The heart for souls in just one person can ignite the movement of many 
followers and lead to revival. Acts is filled with people like Nehemiah!  

• Nehemiah knew what he wanted, communicated clearly and witnessed God. 
Motivation Models … Nehemiah’s Method Was Unifying (17) – Then said I unto them, Ye 
see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 

• Joshua 1:6–11. A great leader knows when to pray, when to speak, when to work things 
and how to motivate. Wait on the Lord and know when to build! 

• Nehemiah journeyed, rested, assessed, gathered resources, and worked it. 
Motivation Strengthens … Nehemiah’s Testimony Was Faith (18) – Then I told them of the 
hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto 
me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good 
work. 

• Hebrews 11:23–29. Followers will respond strongly to a leader who walks by faith, 
testifies of God’s direction and proves God in the midst of tests and trials!  

• Nehemiah motivated the people, prayed continually and put faith in God alone. 
 

Conclusion – “The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and 
build:” (20) What does it mean to have God “prosper us” today? Why is the proper motivation so 
important for the proper prosperity? 
 
 
 

 



NEHEMIAH … INFLUENCER OF CHANGE 
 
Discussion – 
Leaders desire others to buy in to the work. What are some effective methods for getting others 
involved at all levels?   
 
 
Progression in ministry growth – Listener, Learner, Laborer, Leader. Discuss the ingredients 
that pastors should have in place to develop leaders.    
 
 
What are some of the challenges for those in church leadership development? 

 
 
Lessons –  
Influencers See All People (1 Corinthians 12:22–24) – Nay, much more those members of 
the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those members of the body, which 
we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our 
uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. For our comely parts have no need: but God 
hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked. 

• 1 Corinthians 12:12–31, Highlight vs. 22–24. The body of Christ is tempered together by 
God! In order to be an influencer the pastor must see everyone through God’s eyes. 

• Church ministry incorporates everyone … there is no one left out who is willing! 
 
Influencers Mold Gifts In Unity (Ephesians 4:11–12) – And he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

• Ephesians 4:7–16, Highlight vs. 11–12. Everyone has been given grace to the measure 
of Christ to bring unity in the body. The perfecting of the saints and the work of the 
ministry is at stake. These last days need a movement of unity in the bond of peace. 

• Church ministry unifies the gifts from God … there is such a call for edification! 
 
Influencers Embrace Change (Romans 12:3) – For I say, through the grace given unto me, to 
every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to 
think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

• Romans 12:3–8, Highlight vs. 3. As God deals to every man the measure of faith, the 
church leadership must embrace discipleship. Ongoing maturity is evidence of life. 

• Church ministry changes by God’s handiwork … there is always time for growth! 
 
Conclusion – The lessons of responsibility at the end of our Chapter 3 study notes mentioned 
that prayer is not a substitute for hard work. We know that both are necessary for the work of 
the ministry to be fulfilled. Just as Nehemiah was an influencer in Jerusalem for the Jews to 
worship God, so was Timothy to the church at Thessalonica. 1 Thessalonians 2:6–10. 
  



NEHEMIAH … OVERCOMER OF OPPOSITION 
 
Discussion – 
When you are out in front there will be criticism and ridicule. Why does the human condition in 
God’s people lend itself to hindering the work of God? Will it ever dissipate and go away? 
 
 
The list of character qualities for leaders in the church in 1 Timothy 3 & Titus 1 include: sober, 
patient, not a brawler, not a novice. Discuss the importance of handling opposition as a leader. 
 
 
What are some practical methods that we need to implement like Nehemiah to handle the 
opposition well? How do we accomplish the work God has called us to and finish? 

 
 
Lessons –  
Opposition Opposes Faith In God (1 Timothy 4:1–5) – Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;  Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth. 

• The latter days have brought greater clarity to the scriptures. Ministers of faith are 
opposed by the apostasy and demonic doctrines of wicked men. 

• God’s people are tasked with a timeless responsibility … be serious about His Word! 
 
Go(o)d Ministers Face The Opposition (1 Timothy 4:6–11) – If thou put the brethren in 
remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and 
exercise thyself rather unto godliness. For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

• There is a list of 30 things about a good minister found in the six chapters of First 
Timothy. In order to face the opposition, who is well trained, we must put on the armor. 

• God’s ministers will labor and suffer reproach … overcomers are strong in the Lord! 
 
Opposition Must Be Defeated God’s Way (1 Timothy 4:12–16) – Let no man despise thy youth; 
but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity.  Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee. 

• Good examples are necessary more than ever in the church. Discipleship must model 
Jesus and Paul as we train up leaders God’s way. Take heed of how you are walking. 

• God’s powerful instructions must be carried out … only in the powerful Holy Spirit!  
 
Conclusion – There will be opposition to the work of God and we must be sanctified to handle it 
from within and without. Deliver truth with grace and mercy. Understand what is at stake!  
  



NEHEMIAH … INVESTED DEFENDER 
 
Discussion – 
What does God want us to do when we see someone subjected to oppression? How do you 
handle it when a brother or sister in the Lord is being targeted with sinful words or actions? 
 
 
One measure of our commitment to God’s mission is fighting for what is right. How does a godly 
leader handle internal strife? What is most important in our defense against an enemy? 
 
 
Someone who is invested, like Nehemiah, clings to some very important character qualities for 
others to follow. What do you look for when you observe a leader confronting injustice within? 
 

 
Lessons –  
The Invested Defender Investigates Wrongdoing (Nehemiah 5:1–5) – And there was a great 
cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews. For there were that said, We, our 
sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and live. Some 
also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, 
because of the dearth. 
 

• Nehemiah was willing to dig out the sin of oppression on the people and hear everything 
they had to say. Godly leaders care about the people on the mission! 

 
The Invested Defender Expresses Displeasure (Nehemiah 5:6–13) – And I was very angry 
when I heard their cry and these words. Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the 
rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against 
them. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their 
houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of 
them. 
 

• Nehemiah spoke up on behalf of the people, confronted the wickedness, and demanded 
righteousness. Godly leaders make things personal for the mission! 

 
The Invested Defender Implements Correction (Nehemiah 5:14–19) – Moreover from the time 
that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year even unto the two 
and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years, I and my brethren have not eaten the bread 
of the governor. Yea, also I continued in the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and all my 
servants were gathered thither unto the work. 
 

• Nehemiah never exemplified unrighteous behavior or character. He expected the same 
from all the other leaders. Godly leaders take the time to correct things in the mission!  

 
Conclusion – The mission the body of Christ brings internal oppression that affects key people. 
Investing in an environment and atmosphere that is Holy Spirit filled will bring solutions for 
God’s glory. Be an invested defender in God’s mission! 
 
 

 



NEHEMIAH … PERSISTENT PRAYER WARRIOR 
 
Discussion – 
There are enemies that will arise when we are set to do an extraordinary work for the Lord. 
What is your approach to people who do not want God’s ministry to thrive? 
 
 
The devil himself and others who claim to be “in your corner” will tempt you to compromise the 
Lord and His work. How do we ward off those fiery darts in order to finish the mission? 
 
 
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not (Galatians 
6:9). Why is prayer and self–control so very important when you are called to lead people? 

 
 
Lessons –  
The Persistent Prayer Warrior Remains In God’s Will (Nehemiah 6:1–4) – 3 And I sent 
messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the 
work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? 
 

• First valuable lesson from Nehemiah to the unfocused believer today … do not be fooled 
by those who want you to join them for a “meeting”. Do not leave the work!  

 
The Persistent Prayer Warrior Seeks God’s Blessings (Nehemiah 6:5–9) – 9 For they all 
made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, 
O God, strengthen my hands. 
 

• Second valuable lesson from Nehemiah to the forgetful disciple today … be assured that 
He will answer prayer and His strength will come through right when you need it!  

 
The Persistent Prayer Warrior Perceives God’s Revelation (Nehemiah 6:10–14) – 12 And, lo, 
I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and 
Sanballat had hired him. 
 

• Third valuable lesson from Nehemiah to the blinded leader today … in order to see and 
know it is God who is leading your way takes an intimate relationship with Him! 

 
The Persistent Prayer Warrior Glorifies God’s Work (Nehemiah 6:15–19) – 15 So the wall was 
finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 16 And it came to pass, that 
when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were 
much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 
 

• Fourth valuable lesson from Nehemiah to the tired missionary today … when the work 
you are in is truly of God all people will acknowledge that it is truly God’s work! 

 
Conclusion – Revival is possible even when it seems impossible. Our prayer is essential. 
Nehemiah’s persistence in prayer reminds follows God’s command to pray without ceasing. 
 
 



NEHEMIAH … INSTIGATOR OF REVIVAL  
 
Discussion – 
Drawing up the plans, hiring the contractor, managing the workers and completing the 
construction is all very important. What is even more important than the building of the wall? 
 
 
God directs everyone and gives everything to work together for His glory and purpose. What are 
the many reasons why the Word of God must be injected into the midst of everything? 
 
 
Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? (Psalm 85:6). The church has 
cried out for revival for decades. What are the keys to unchain us for God’s revival to come? 

 
 
Lessons –  
Responsible Reading of the Word (Nehemiah 8:1–8) – 8 So they read in the book in the law of 
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 
 

• The days, weeks, months, and years march on for the church as we become weaker 
and weaker in doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness. Reading is 
a personal responsibility believer! 

 
Submissive Understanding to the Word (Nehemiah 8:9–12) – 9 And all the people went their 
way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood 
the words that were declared unto them. 
 

• Longing to have more understanding from God’s word without the teaching and 
preaching ministry of the local church perpetuates a worldly approach to life. Submit in 
order to understand believer!  

 
Active Obedience to the Word (Nehemiah 8:13–15) – 15 And that they should publish and 
proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, 
and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to make 
booths, as it is written. 
 

• Reading, gaining great understanding, but resisting the Holy Spirit to follow through may 
be an even worse plight for today’s church. Resist passivity in obedience believer!  

 
Continued Pursuit of the Word (Nehemiah 8:16–18) – 18 Also day by day, from the first day unto 
the last day, he read in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth 
day was a solemn assembly, according unto the manner. 
 

• God’s grace upon His church instigates us to real revival in these lethargic and apathetic 
days of Christianity. Nehemiah had a deep burden. Pursue God continually believer! 

 
Conclusion – Nehemiah called on Ezra … Ezra called on the Word! Let’s ask God to revive us! 
 
 



NEHEMIAH … REMEMBER GOD IN EVERYTHING 
 
Discussion – 
What do you remember about God’s work in the church? Do we have a tendency to forget what 
God has done in the congregation of His people? Why? 
 
 
Why is the history of mankind often forgotten or dismissed? What will it take for people to 
remember what God has done in the past? Why is this important? 
 
 
“Stand up and bless the LORD your God for ever and ever: and blessed be thy glorious name, 
which is exalted above all blessing and praise.” What does praise look like in your life? 

 
 
Lessons –  
Cry Out God’s Works With Fervor (Nehemiah 9:1–6) – 6 Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou 
hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, 
the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee. 
 

• There are many reasons for excitement as a believer. Why wouldn’t the exaltation and 
extoling of the Lord for all his incredible works be a most exciting time for the church? 

 
Recount God’s Covenant With Humility (Nehemiah 9:7–18) – 8 And foundest his heart faithful 
before thee, and madest a covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, to give it, I say, to his seed, and 
hast performed thy words; for thou art righteous: 
 

• The saving grace of God upon our life brings His promises alive. What can the 
recounting of God’s covenant with His people throughout ages do for our countenance? 

 
Search God’s Purpose With Faithfulness (Nehemiah 9:19–30) – 26 Nevertheless they were 
disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and cast thy law behind their backs, and slew thy prophets which 
testified against them to turn them to thee, and they wrought great provocations. 
 

• God’s purpose for our lives remains His purpose, even when we disobey and rebel. Why 
is it important to cling to God’s mercy and keep moving past sin that slows our progress? 

 
Magnify God’s Blessings With Thanksgiving (Nehemiah 9:31–38) – 32 Now therefore, our God, 
the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the trouble seem 
little before thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our 
prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy people, since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this day. 
 

• Just think about God’s goodness through His grace and mercy upon our nation, church 
and us personally. What does that inspire you to do in covenant with the Lord? 

 
Conclusion – Keep the glory and goodness of God ever before Him with words of praise!  


